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To the maſt | Honourable , the | 
exemplarily Devout and Vir- 
tuous Lady, DOROTHY. 
Counteſs of Array » GC; 
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Mapam, | | 


HE 7 IR of i 
enſuing Diſcourſe 

was for the main, delivered 
in a great Audience, whence 
A 3 an 


wn, 
os 


The Epr1sTLE 


an unhappy Indiſpoſition 
cauſed your Ladiships Ab-. 


ſence: which at once hin- 
drcd me of the Honour, 
and ( as it was ſuggeſted to 
me by a diſcrect and pious 
Lady) your Ladiship allo 
of the fatisfation of being 
an Hearer of it. Coming 
therefore now 1nto the pub- 
lick, with a deſign of pub- ' 
Iick Good, it is humbly 
preſented and dedicated to 
Ange Honour, 1n an Epilile 

s plain and homely, as it 
fr; with hopes it may be 


As W clocight out of the Prels, 


as 'twas ſuppoſed 1& would 


have been out of oy; Pul- 


Pit. 
The 


DerpicaTory. 

The other NERTENS 
{o oreat a Name, were: : 
partly, that it having receiv- 
ed a kind of ſacred Antho- 
rity by paſſing "through ſo 


Auguſt Hands might be. 


admitted with more Advan: 
rage and Facility into the 
Cloſets of other Perſons of 
Condition; and partly, 
that there might be extant 
ſome poor Teſtimony of 
my Gratitude to ſome of 
that Ilaſtrious Family , 
which has been happily , 
and may it be much more, 
multiplied, by your Ladi- 
ship, now become a Glort- 
ous Part of it. 


A 4 AS 


_— f s 
: ae tal Ew, — a ww 
> vie # _ " —_—_— — - . 
26060472 40 CE jrmmmm————ng gs a eTSDs way 8% : 


< "— * =p LI 
_— rn 
- £2 yr 


# The Evr1sTLE. &c. 
(| As bounden, I daily pray 
all Acceflion of Splendour, 
Felicity, and Stability to 
your Ladisghip and the 
whole Noble Houſe: and 
beleech this (however mean) 
expreſlion of Duty may be 


- = 
mad ett — Kc —_ 


| 
It accepted from, 
(f 
| | : 
f | Madam , 
f Your Honours 
..-_ moſt Dutiſul 


' Servant and Orator 


E. Cork & Roſſe. 
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READER. 


Hough I wanted not the Im- 
portanity of many Friends, to 
extort, from me to the Preſs, 

the following Papers ( of the Con- 
tents whereef I had much meaner 
thoughts than they ,, when the Sub- 
flance of them mas for a great 'part 
vocally publiſh'd ); yet { will” not 
diſſemble , but 4 was able..ta have 
hardened my ſelf;, had I thought good, 

. againſt ſuch Temptation: Setting 
therefore that afide , the: true. Rea: 
fon that this' Diſceurſe comes abroad, 

&,. the ſame for-which .is\ wag firſt 
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To the Reader. 


concerV'd . namely 5 becauſe our part : - 


of the Chriſtian world has need of 

fuch plain.dealing : For let ſome ſorts 
of men pretend what they pleaſe, For- 
mality prevails and advances daily a- 
mongFst all Parties profeſſing Religion 
in whatſoever way among$t us: This is 
the Popery, which intheſe Kingdoms 
moſt threatens the Extirpation of our 
Religion. People content themſelves 
with the Name of Chriftians, or 
( haply )' Proteſtants, and with feme 
outward courſe or waies of Worſhip, 


ſuiting their Humours ( if not too 


often their Sins): But as to a con- 


ſtant ſenſe of Religion, and the Fear 


or Love of God, axd. ar to the Fruits 
thereof, an intire impartial Obedi- 
ence , -&r /iudy of conforming their 
Fearts.' and Lives Yo" the Evangeli- 
cal Rule, herein | they defire to: be: 
excuſed. Any ſtate of things, or of 
Religion,' which. would but allow mer 
their Senſualities, or. other Sins, at. 
an cafie: rate, ſeems to me to bid. 


farreft 


To the Reader. 


faireft now adays for being Univerſal 
or Catholick. In the mean while it 
muſt needs ſeriouſly grieve all ſober 
men, to ſee any thing will now down 
with the Chriſtian world, but the 
true Chriſtian Life and Temper. 
From a deep Senſe (but Sorrow not 
deep enough) of theſe things, did this 
plain Diſcourſe proceed. 

T fee no Exception which 3t 1s ſo 
liable to, as that I have therein bath 
too ſeverely judged the Age my 
ſelf, and (as ſome may cenſure) taught 
others mutually to judge one 'ano- 
ther. As to the former part of which 
Exception, 7 ſay for my ſelf, 7 have 
Hot made it my bufineſs here to judge, 
but reprove, convince, and reform : 
7 well remember my Chriſtian Duty, 
that we are not to judge according to 
every Appearance ; mor 15 it perhaps 
laudable, to judge always according 
to hat generally would be. allowed * 
for Evidence ; but to ſuſpend our 

Sentence, and hope the beſt we can 
: make 


Fo the. Reader. 


wake probable. \ But--though neither. 
common Appearance, zor all kind 
of Evidence may he always ſufficient 
Warrants for our Judging ; get are 
they and muſt be the Meaſures and 


| Standards of ' our Reproving : And: 


I think I have reproved nothing, but 
what toq plainly appears, and is more 
evident than I could defire it were, 


for my Juſtification. 


As tothe other part + T hope, thoſe. 
Warnings and Cauttons, which are 
zuterſperſt in the body of the- Diſc 
courſe , may both aſfſoil me of . this. 
Guilt, and prevent any thing of the 
nature ſuggeſted in the” Readers: F 
defire therefore ſuch paſſages as that- 
Pag. 2: [I fend no man to cenſure. 
others, :but let each man turn his 
eycs inward, &c.] and chaprt. iv. 
9. x,&c. may be duely taken notice of ; 
and" then neither ſhall T be blamed, 
or the. Reader guilty of what the 
Exception imputes. 


tt 


To the Reader. 
fg not improbable, many, when 
thy "ſee 'my Name again in Print, 
may expett from me, confidering how 
T have been uſed by ſome, other kind- 
of* Language, or Subjett, than here 
they will find : But he who, of his 
Znfinite Grace, counted me faithful, 
putting me into the Miniſtry, whez 
he gave me a Commit] on fo preach, 
gave me none to rencer Railing for 
Railing : whzch i all the Anſwer Mr. 
B. ſhall ever have from me, to his Li: 
bel againſt me, ſaving only this, that 
I forgive, pity and pray for him. 
There 1s another Gentleman, to me 

utterly unknown i whom I muſt ac- 
knowledg my ſelf much obliged to, for 
the frequent and undeſerved Honours 
he does me); who yet is pleaſed to ſay, 
T did not deal fairly with Mr. B's 
Book 2 1 ſuppoſe he meant , in not 
etving it as orderly and total Confu- 
tation. Truly my deſign in thoſe Pa- 
pers of mine (which the Srationcr aid 
his Friends having curtail'd, need 


J 
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To the Reader. 


the Proteſtant Peace-maker, in nad 
of Anticeleuſma , the -7:tle 7 gave. 
them) being only, after a very ſhort 
purging my felf from the wicked_La- 
tin, and worſe Senſe, which Celeuſma. 
had afiix'd to me, ( to which purpoſe 
T had only put my plain Engliſh Text 
over againſt their ſcandalous Latin 
Tranſlation, and left all Readers to 
judge whether I ſpoke what they im- 
puted); my deſign, I ſay, being, after 
that, only and wholly Peace, admit- 
ted not much Diſputation : T ſpoke 
very freely what I thought to be the 
true way to Peace : and I ſhewed 
other waies, and particularly, invete- 
rately ex ſperative writing (ſuch as 
was.a certain Book) in ſtead of al- 
laying Quarrels , only heightened 
them. This I did, as others have 
thought, with Sweetneſs and Temper, 
wot afixing one Expreſſion to any mans 
that was not his. If in interpreting 
a certain perſons Latin, 7 referred 
Natz, Diſpoſitz, &c. #8 Theologiz 

and 


* * 


To the Reader, 


and not to Juventuti Academicz 
(as the Author ſays he intended it) I 
cannot now help my paſt miſtake : But 
the fault is chiefly theirs, who (befides 
that they will not write like other 
men) will be writing in Languages 
which they are net able to menage in- 
telligibly, nor were ever Maſters of 
the propriety of : In the mean time 
T could wiſh the Fourth part of rhe 
Conformiſts Plea for the Noncon- 
formiſis had dealt as fairly with the 
Government, Laws, and even with 
the Truth t ſelf, as 1 did with Mr. 
B's Books. That Piece pretendls to 
 « have been writ (chiefly) for my ſatis- 
fadtzon amongf? others : but 1 profeſs 
my ſelf <_w— with it, as well by 
the Authors bringing men in as Sut- 
ferers for their Nonconformity, be- 
fore the ACt of Uniformity took place, 
as for other miſtakes, which that 
good mans Charity ( 1 will not ſay his 
Credulity) lead him into. 

7 beg thy pardon, Good Reader, 


for 


Fo the Reader. 
for detaining thee thus long from 
what follows. Be pleaſed to peraſe 
the annexed Abitra&t, or Scheme, 
and thou wilt more clearly compre- 
hend , avd more ſurely remember 
the whole ſubſtance of the Diſcourſe 


it ſelf. God direft us all to bis 
heavenly Kingdom. 
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A Pratical Diſcourſe, of the 
Form of Godlineſs, viſible in the 
preſent Age, &c. 


- 
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CHAP. I. 

SeCt. r. We have reaſon to conclude 
our ſebves falle® into theſe which 
the Scriptare 'calls the ' Laſt Days. 
SeWa.2. In thoſe days, it is foretold, 
there ſhould be in the Chriſtian 
Charch a multitude, having a Form 
of Godlineſs, but denying the Power 
of it. Seft.3. What the Apoſtle meant 
by thoſe terms. SEL. 4. The Chara- 
fer charged on the preſent Age. 

. Sedt. 5. The Charge propounded tobe. 

. | made good in particulars. SeQt.6. Au 
Account of many Pretences and Pra- 
tices which at prefint paſs into' a 
Form of Godlineſs. . 7. Others 

may be colletted by regard to theſe. 


5. r. V7 Hen Events fully an. 
V fiver Propheſies, there: * 
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2 Of the preſent Form 


| thoſe Propheſies do belong. There 
being therefore extant in Holy 
Scripture divers Prophetical Cha- 
raters of the Laſt Days; and our 
Experience and Reflections on the 
preſent Ape too ſadly convincing 
us, thoſe CharaCters dreadfully a- 
gree with the preſent Manners, we 
cannot, or may not, .but conclude 
that we are fallen into ſome part 
of thoſe laſt Days. | 
F$. 2. Amongſt other. Prophefies, 
which we find of thoſe days, That 
is one 'of the fulleſt and moſt me- 
morable, _ we find in 2 77m. 
ch. iii. 1 the laft days (perilous times 
ſball come ; ih the Oridinal, difficult 
Zimes, KA1PdI XAAENGE. Andin What + 
regard, the following verſes explain t + 
Mem ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, | 
Covetous , Boaſters, &c. By Mer 
doubtleſs he deſigns :not ſo much | 
the general maſs of Mankind, con- | 
ſifting of all Nations' and People 
upon the face of the Earth,'as Men 
in the Church , and fuch who how 
els 


of Godlinefs. 3 
fefs and call themſelves Chriſtians : 
for it is plain, the main body of the 
World were, even at the writing of 
this Epiſtle, ſuch ; and indeed ever 
had been ſince the multiplication of 
Mankind once: and apain : But as 
elſewhere predicting that the Day 
of the Lord ſhould not come, ex- 
cept there came a falling away firſt, 


' fo here he particulacly ſpecifies the 


more practical part of that Prophe- 
ſie, or the degenerous Manners of 
Chriſtendom that ſhould be in the 
later days. The Senſe then of the 
firſt Verſe in that Propheſic is, that 
the Chriſtian world ſhould come to 
ſuch paſs, that the Vices of thoſe 
who paſſed for Chriſtians ſhould 
render it very. difficult for them, 
who were to _ and _—_ (Ch. 
11. 24,25.) to periorm their 
wich good Conſcience ; or Artes 
for any private perſons cither to re- 
cover themſelves out of the ſnare of 
the Devil (v. 26.) or to eſcape the 
Corruptions of the Age, and pres 
| B 2 
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4 Of. the preſent Form 


ſerye their Innocence and Integrity. 
Now that we live in ſuch an ape of 
Chriſtianity, we cannot deny ; nor 
therefore, that theſe our days are 
ſome of the /aſt. The three next 
following Verſes it is not neceſſary 
to my preſent deſign that I parti- 
cularly examine or paraphraſe upon. 
The fum of them is, that in that 
degenerate ſtate and age by rhe A- 

ile predicted, ſuch Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity ſhould abound who 
were overrun with ſuch Immoralities, 
which not only the Evangelical Law, 
but even Nature it ſelf has ever ad- 
judged the moſt abominable Vices. 
And the diſmal Liſt of theſe runs 
fo high and large , that it is nor 
eaſic to inſtance in that crime, which 
may not be. reduced to ſome of 
thoſe comprehenſive Heads there 
emumerated-, namely of Se/fiſhnefs, 
Covetouſneſs, Blaſphenty, Ingratitude, 
Cruelty, Treachery , Voluptuouſneſs , 


 Profanenefs, &c. Now where the 


multitude ſhould be ſo profligately 
bad, 


of Godlineſs. 5 
bad, what remains theze could be 
of Religion and Chriſtianity a man 
would wonder. Yet we ſee even 
in this ſtate of publick Manners 
the Apoſtle not only admits, but 
foretells, People ſhould have a 
Form of Godlineſs, though, by rea- 
ſon of the afore ſpecified flagitioul- 
neſs, it muſt needs be that they - 
ſhould deny the Power of it. Now 
there being too juſt a ſuſpicion, that 
as the former part of this Chara- 
Cer is verified in the Lives of the 
preſent Chriſtian world, ſo this la- 


- ter part, and cloſe, of it belongs to 


us alſo. Before we roundly accuſe, 
or undertake to prove the Ape guil- 
ty of it, it will be expedient a little 
morediſtin&ly to conſider rhe terms 
of the Charge. 

S; 3. By Godlineſs the Apoſtle, 
undoubtedly, in the place mention- 
cd, intended only Religion in gene- 
ral, or the Belief and Worſhip of 
the true God. What he ſtiles the 
Form hereof, feems to import two 

B 3 things. 


6 Of the preſent Form 


things. Firſt, an Idea, Scheme or 
Draught of Religious Doctrine or 
Principles: And thus the fame A- 
poltle elſewhere uſed the very ſelf 
ſame term , v7z. Rom. 11. 20. where 
ſpeaking touching the Self-pleaſinp 
Jew, he brings him in as having a 
Form of Knowledg, and of the truth 
of the Law. © And we have no rea: 
ſon to exclude this Form of Know- 
ſedg from the Form of Godlineſs, - 
admitted by the Apoftle' to be in 
thoſe wicked livers he taxeth. AS 
wildly as they lived, they might 
| Have, as the Jew (and perhaps va- 
| tue themſelves upon their having) 
a  meafure of Religious Knowledg. 
Secondly,” the Form of Godlineſs 
ſeems further to import ſome Exte- 
riour lines or touches of Religion, 
an habit or courſe of ſome outward 
Religious uſages, and fo ſome im- 

et ſhew and appearance of the 
inward Virtue. *Tis Moy$N=12S, not 
Mora A Formation rather than a 
Form ; a rude Draught, not a well- 

ig wrought 


of Godlineſs. - 
wrought Picture of Godlineſs; 
which diſtinguiſheth the , perſons 
there charaQeriſed from demure 
Hypocrites, who poſſibly have a 
more perſe&t mein of Godlineſs , 
and aCt it more to the life: Not 
that ſuch hypocritical perſons are 
before God better than the down- 
right profane : For Malus, bonum 
cum ſmulat, tunc eft peſſimus ; Satan 
z never more a Devil, than 0ouy he 
appears as an Angel of Light : yet 
—_ nly ( þ ute.” gots JoArinaly 
we may diſtinguiſh betwixt negl- 
gent , looſe Profeſſors, of Chriſti- 
an Religion at large, and. ſtarch'd, 
deſigning Cmmain I rake it to 
be the former ſort the Apoſtle chief- 
ly deciphers and condemns; but I 
muſt not exclude the later. _ 
What the Power of Godlineſs means 
we may collect cafily by the Oppo- 
ſition it bears to the Form. The 
Form, is the imperfe&t ,Image and; 
Shew : . the Power is that: Energy.z _ 
Force, Virtue and Efficacy, which 
B 4 WS 
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the Principles of Godlineſs, under- 
ſtood and believed, are apt to have 
upon mens Hearts and Lives. In 
thoſe men, in whom a ſerious , de- 
vout and felf-denying temper, a juſt 
and holy Life is' found, in thoſe I 
fay,and in thoſe alone,the Power of 
Godlineſs takes place and appears. 
Now as to the Phraſe of Denying 
the Power of Godlineſs, it is only 
an Hebraiſm (4 verbs ad fatta duct2 
tranſlatione) applying that way of 
ſpeech to rhzvgs, which properly be- 
longs to words or verbal Afſcrti- 
ons: When we agree not to, or 
when we oppoſe and painſay, any 
thing that's avowed to us, we are 
faid to dexy it: In like manner, 
when we yield not to, or oppoſe, 
that force and efficacy, which the 
DoCQtrine of Godlineſs, in its own 
nature, 'is apt to have upon us, we 


_ are, in the*Apoſtles Language, faid 


to deny-the Power of Godlineſs. 
So that the general ſenſe of theſe 
terms, Denying the Power of God- 
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lineſs, is, to obſtrut and ſuppreſs 
that influence , which the Chriſtian 
Faith and Law, believed and receiv 
ed, would naturally have upon us. 
The ſum then of 'this part of the 
Apoſtles Prediction is, that in the 
later Ages of Chriſtianity, there 
ſhould be a multitude in the Chriſti- 
an Church who ſhould retain only 
ſome knowledg , uſages and out. 
ward ſhew of Chriſtianity , and fo 
the name of Chriſtians ; bur as to 
the Chriſtian ſpirit and temper, this 
they ſhould oppreſs and deſtroy by 
wicked and abominable Lives. 
$ 4. Now I charge this Cha- 
ra&ter npon the generality of Chri- 
ſtians in the preſent age. Ir 1s, I 
fay, a ſad truth, and ought to be 
matter of deep and daily Lamen- 
ration, that aſter ſo long emoyment 
of the noon-day light of the Goſpel, 
after ſo many amazing Bleſlings 
and awakening Judgments, after our 
having been toffed, and, as it were, 
empticd from veſſel to —_— r. 
after 
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after ſo many pretended endeayors, 
and perhaps real ſtruglings, towards 
the pureſt Reformation , all thar 
there is of Religion viſible in the 
Chriſtian Commonalty is only ſome 
ſuperficial Knowledg of, and a bold 
claim to Chriſtianity ; ſome outſide 
Formalities of Divine Worſhip and 
cuſtomary Deyotions : but as to a 
true ſenſe of Picty and the real 
Fear of God, as to a cordial Belief 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus in- 
fluencing and changing mens hearts 
and lives, how rarely is it to be 
found ! How difficult to be effected! 
Good God! In what a ſtrange La- 
titude muſt the Name Chriſtian. be 
taken, that we, who at preſent live, 
may in any proportion be truly de- 
nominated Chri/tzans ? | 
$. 5. Nor is this Charge at all 
extravagant or unreaſonable; it will 
be ſadly made good by particulars. 
I fay then (1.) The great buſineſs 
of the generality of men in the mat- 


ter of Religion, is, fairly to raiſe 


and 
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and maintain a Form of Godlineſs 
And (2.) The gaining and keeping 
a true Chriſtian Spirit or Temper, 
and living conform to the Chriſtian 
Law or Rule, is the care and exer- 
ciſe of very few. That is, (to put 
both Propoſitions into one) the ge- 
nerality amongſt us, in the Apoſtles 
Language, Have a Form, but Deny 
the Power of Godlineſs. And this 
ſhall be made youu by a particular 
examination of mens practices. 

© F.6. As to the former Branch; 
the Pretences, Claims and Pradtices, 
which amongſt men paſs into a 
Form of Godlineſs are as various as 
their Conditions, Educations, Hu- 
mour and Genius's. I will enume- - 
rate here ſuch as are moſt frequent 
amongſt us. 

| And Imult firſt mention,what has 
been already ſuggeſted out of Rom. it. 
20. Some meaſure of knowledge and 
underſtanding in the Doftrine of Chri- 
ftianity is that upon which many ſer 
up for Religious, and perhaps are re: 
_  puted 


i 
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puted fo, both by themſelves and o- 
thers.Iſend no man to cenſure others, 
but let each man turn his eyes in- 
ward , and ſee it that moſt of the 
Religion he has lie not in a Colleti- 
on of Notions and Speculations trea- 
ſured up in his Brain: Some peo- 
ple would be content to. call this 


Faith; bur it is too frequently 


only a Ferrumination or ' paltry 
{ſtock of Opinions : and though a 
man may have very much of Reli- 
gious Knowledge, and yet deny the 
Power of Godlineſs,(otherwile there 
could be no wicked men, but Igno- 
rants; ) yet it is ſcarce conceivable 
that any man can be born or bred 
up and converſe amongſt Chriſtians, 
but he ſhall thereby become fur- 
niſh'd with Knowledg, which will 
ſuffice to a Form of Godlineſs. There 
were a ſort of men amongſt the 
Jews which ſeem an exact Parallel 
of the Formal. Chriſtians of this 
Age: I will therefore generally il- 
luſtrate cach particular with that 
pattern; 
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pattern; I mean the Scribes and 
Phariſees: They were ſenſible there 
could be but two ſorts of men in 
the world, good and bad, religious 
and irreligious: Now what Stile 
had they for them. Fohy vii. 49. 
This people who know not the Law are 
curſed. Knowing or not knowing the 
Law, with them, conſtituted a man 
religious or irreligious. I would 
not here be miſtaken; I am not 
decrying Knowledg : but it Fazth 
without Works be dead, Knowledy, 
or an empty pretence thereto, when. 
a man ſhall value himſeſk ſolely 
thereupon in the matter of Religi- 
on, mult neceſſarily be a fallacious 
ground of Confidence, and a meer 
Form of Godlineſs. 

2. Others there be, who to their 
real or pretended Knowledg add a 
popular and ſpecious Profeſſion of 
believing the Religious Doctrines 
they are fuppoſed to underſtand. 
A Profefſion of Faith indeed all a- 
mongſt us, whether knowing or. 
Ignorant, 
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4 Of the preſent Form 


ignorant, daily make or maintain. 
And thus far none within the pale 
of the Church ( generally) can be 
well imagined, not to have a Form 
of Godlineſs. But ſome are con- 
tent to go along with the Herd , 
and are as much unconcerned in 
their very Profeſſion,as in the Praftice 
of Chriſtianity. It in common cuſtom 
they are preſent at our Congrega- 
tions, and ſtand up at the Creed, 
by that poſture (perhaps withour 
Knowledg) fignifying their aſſent , 
tis in a manner as much Profeſſion 
as can be perceived they make. Bur 
others there are, into whoſe com- 
pany you cannot come, though 
upon common buſineſs or civility, 
but they will preſently by head 
and ſhoulders ferch Religion into 
Diſcourſe, and tell you their con- 
cernments.at the Atheiſm and Vi- 
ces of the times ; Nay, haply their 
very Looks, Habit, Geſture, and 
Carriage of their Body, are fo ma- 
aged, that a man who conyerſes 
not 
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not with them, but only ſces- them 
paſs by, may eaſily eſpy therein the 
ſymptoms of a Religious Profeſſion : 
Far be it from me here to condemn 
Gravity, ſerious or holy Diſcourſe, 
much leſs to cenſure the Confeflion 
or Profeſſion of our Faith, which, 
as the Apoſtle tells it, is neceſſary 
ro our Salvation, to make even with 
the Mouth. ( Rom. x. 9, 10.) But 
when , upon due examination of 
a mans Conſcience, it ſhall appear 
unto him, that the main of his Re- 
ligion conſifts in ſuch an habitual 
outward ſhew, he certainly has moſt 
juſt reaſon to cenſure himſelf fevere. 
ly for a Form of Godlinefs. We 
know whoſe practice it was to 
make broad their PhilaFerzes, (cer- 
rain Parchments or ſuch like ſtuff, 
whereon were written fundry paf- 
ſages of the Law, which they wore 
as Welts or Guards to their Clothes, 
for putting them in mind of their 
Duty, according to the Command, 
Numb. xv. 38, 39.) and to G—_ 
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_ the Borders of their Garments ; fo 


thar they could not paſs the ſtreer, 
but men might be able to obſerve, 
There goes a Saint, at leaſt by pre- 
tence. I will not exaggerate ſome 
mens Religious Anticks: bur let all 
beware AfﬀeCtation in this kind, as 
they would approve their ſincerity 
to God, Man and Themſelves. And 
eſpecially, let it be eſteemed a 
dreadful fort of Religion, to confeſs 
ONCC Or twice a week in the Church, 
We believe in God, and all the 


week after in Works to deny him. © | 


Tit. 1. 16, Some ſuch perſons may 
pretend . to be Church-men , but 
they, and the World , ought to 
know, the Church owns them nor: 
they are indeed of no Church, nor 
of any Religion, but the Reproach 
of Chriſtianity, and the Dregs of 
the moſt degenerate Age thereof. 
3. The Exerciſe, and perhaps 
the Oftentation of ſome pretended 
Gifts of; the Spirit, but poſſibly on- 
ly common natural or ___ abi: 
: .UL1ES, 


ed 


LY 
- 
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lities, ſerves ſome men to paſs them 
for godly in the World. They can 
haply adviſe well, and diſcourſe wo- 
lubly in matters of Religion: and 
they have arrived at a Faculty of 
Praying in another fort than the reſt 
of the Common People can, which 
is commonly ( how properly I di- 
ſpute not ar preſent) called the Gift 
of Prayer : Now this many take for a 
very high degree of proficiency in 
Religion. Nor ſhall I ſpeak againſt, 


| bur highly commend the humble 


exerciſe of ſuch ability, by them who 
have it, zz /oco, between God and 
themſelves, or perhaps ſometimes 


_ otherwiſe. I with all my heart wiſh 


there were more of this ability, and 
more of the ſober ule thereof in the 
Chriſtian Church. Bur the Aﬀetta- 
tion hereof is vain, and the making 
this a diſtin&tion or eſſential parr 
(much more the main) of our Re- 
ligion, is finful and pernicious. Ar 
the beſt, where ſeparate from ſince: 
rity, 'tis but a Form of Godlineſs, 

C though 
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though perhaps one of the moſt ſpe- 
cious kinds. *T'is well known whata 
generation of men there were of .old 
[neoÞ'aZzI MAKPA' IPOZEYXOMENOT'] 
who both could and did to commend 
themſelves to popular eſteem make 
long prayers (Matth. xxiii. 14.) and 
yer certainly were not more Godly, 
but more-Hypocrites, whether for 
their Abilities or their Practice in 
this kind. And any man of conſt 
deration will eaſily perceive and al- 
low, that, though it were admitted 
that this ability were immediately 
from the Spirit, yet it is a deplo- 
rablc caſe, that all, which a man has 
of the Spirit of God, ſhould dwell 
in his Lips, Tongue, or Phanſie. 
If theſe arc the great accompliſh 
ments we value our ſelves upon, 
when we come to be weighed in the 
Divine Balances we ſhall certainly 
be found wanting and very light. 

4. A pretence to Zeal, and being 
earneſt for this or that Opinion and 
Party in our Divided Church, 1s, 

God 


-F-- entred, of which no other iſſue can 
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God knows, the whole Religion of 
roo many; but certainly, whereſo- 
ever ſeparate from Yirtue, a meer 
and moſt empty Form of Godlineſs. 
And it is fadly obſervable thar the 
generality of mens Zeal is wholly 
imployed for or againſt /eſer things. 
How many in theſe Nations, even- 
of thoſe who would be reputed (and 
haply in other things are) ſober 
men, ſpend all their Religious Fer- 
vour in crying up, and others in 
crying down, what it had been hap- 
py for the Church of God, if it had 
never heard of. I muſt avow, I do 
judge thoſe, who are zealous for 
Conformity, even to the ſmaller In- 
junctions, to-be of the two ſorts of 
Zealots, much the more juſtifiable : 
for they have Obedience to the 
Lawful Commands of a Lawtul, and 
the beſt, Government, to plead for 
them : but it cannot be denyed, that 
there is more than a little overdoing 
even on this ſide; many a Conteſt 
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be expected but mutual exaſperari- 
ons, and managed with fuch eager- 
neſs, as it Ceremonies were the whole 
Duty of Man. On the other ſide, I 
mean of the - Nonconformiſts, not on- 
Iy the Cauſe, but in my poor judg- 
ment the Management is worſe; the 
Heats and Clamonrs more exceſ- 
ſive : And yet all this would I not 
touch at preſent on cither ſide, were 
theſe animoſities generally look'd 
upon as the Infirmicies or extrava- 
gant Paſſions of men ; But the mil- 
chief of all is, they muſt paſs for an 
excellent degree of Religion, though 
in truth, I ſay, they are but a more 
modiſh and faſhionable Form of God- 
lineſs. We can tell the world on 
one hand, who they were that were 
ſollicitous tos make clean the outfide 
of the Cup an# the Platter, as allo to 
tithe Mint and Rue, and all manner 
off Herbs, (which were matters only 
of Tradition ar. Feclefraftical Conſti- 
tution) and yer paſſed over judgment 
and the * Love F4 God, Luke xi. 64 ; 
| # An 


nr 


And on the other, who ſtrained at 


Guats, and ſwallowed Camels, Matr. 


xxiii. 24. Far be it from us, to judg 
the Hearts of men , or to cenſure 
particular Perſons, much leſs Par- 
ries, as hypocritical ; but it is ſure 
that theſe are generally the Chara- - 
&ers of evil men, and of fuch who 
are only formal in Religion. 

5. A pretence of being poſſeſs'd 
of the true Church, having been ad- 
mitted into, and lived in the Com- 
m41ion Of it, ſuffices too many for 
the whole of Religion; albeit per- 
haps they are able to pive very lit- 
tle account what the true Church 
is, and know nothing of the Offices 
of Communion, but the outward 
part and ſhell of them. This Form 
of :Godlineſs, however ſome of us 
may flatter our ſelves, is. very frc- 
quent amongſt Proteftants as well 
as Papiſts. I meddle not with the 
later of theſe, becauſe I preſume 
none of them will read what I here 
write: but I wiſh Ignorance, eyen 
& 3 in 
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in theſe points of Religion, I now 
am ſpeaking of, were confin'd to 
thoſe, who are reputed the vulgar 
either of them or of our ſe{ves. I am 
ſure, it is not for want of Ignorance 
that ſo many,. who call themſelves 
Proteſtants; look upon themſelves 
_ as ſgcure, meerly by being (as we 
ſpeak) in the Reformed Church, born 
within its pale, baptiſed carly into 
Its Faith, bred up and living (as they 
pretend) according to its Orders : 
None I hope can ſuſpect I under- 
valuc any of theſe fo happy Privi- 
ledges; Nv, to my dying day, I ſhall 
bieſs God for all, even the leaſt of 
them, if any may be accounted lit- 
tle: Ineſtimable is the benefit of 
being horn and bred up in the Pro- 
reftant Church. Burt this, I ſay, 
Names, Titles or Claims to the true 
Church , or even the Poſſeſſion of 
heavenly advantages 6: means .to 
bleſſecdneſs in it, conſtitute no man 
godly ; but a confidence in them too 


olten proves a fatal Form of Godli- 
neſs. 
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eſs. No man certainly is religious 
(ex traduce) by deſcent, no nor by 
Birth-place, or any of thoſe felicitics 
which were his fate, not his choice: 
Let us ſadly reflect how little good 
it did them (Fohzviii. 3 3.) that they 
could boaſt themſeives to be Abra- 
hams Seed, or ( chap. ix. 28.) Moſes 
his Diſciples, that is, in our modern 
language, born in the true Church, 
or bred up in the true Faith, ( for 
ſuch certainly till our Lords coming 
was the Seed of Abraham) and thc 
Do@rine of Moſes) that they couid 
cry up the Temple of the Lord, the 
Te emple of the Lord, Jerem. vii. 4. 
that is, as we now ſpeak, Parity of 
Ordinances : A dreadiul Caveat it 
was of St. Fohn Baptiſts to this pur- 
poſe, Matth. iii. 9. Think nof to ſay 
within your ſelves, we have Abra- 
ham ?o our Father : for IT ſay unto 
you, God is able out of theſe ſtones 
(which lay by the Water-ſide where 
he was baptizing) to raiſe up Chil- 
dren unto Abraham. In other terms, 
C 4 rather 
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rather than evil men, however born 
of Saints or faithful Propenitors , 
and confident in their Church-pri- 
viledges, ſhall ever enter into the 
King of Heaven, God will 
work Miracles, and turn Stones in- 
to Men, that he may have where- 
with to people the heavenly King: 
dom. So uſeleſs a Form of Godl!i- 
neſs is a meer Claim to the true 
Church. 

6. How many men make a preat 
Figure in the world as to their Re- 
ligion, mcerly for having, cenſured 
others leſs holy than themſelves , 
and forborn their Converſation, or 
withdrawn themſelves from their 
Communion 2 Yet has this alſo 
been an o/d, as it is a preſent, Self- 
deceit. In the Prophets time, Stand 
by thy ſelf , come not neer to me, for 
7 am holjer than thox : (1/as. Ixv. 5. 

vhich ſeems to me undoubtedly al- Þ 
luded to by our Lord, in the Cha- } 
rater he gives of onc of thoſe Gen: - 
tlemen in his days, who /tood and 
prayed, 
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| this in others, for they cannor ſeec_”, ,,, 
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prayed, — I am not as this Publican, 
Lak. xvii. 11. A deplorable thing 
indeed ! that Pride, Uncharitable- 
neſs and Diviſion , the true ſpawn ? | 
ot Hell, ſhould: paſs for Gadlinef; -/7-")I 
but ſo it comes to paſs too often: -7 | 
However let not Readers cenſure -”} - / 


their Hearts : bur let them examin 
each his own Conſcience, and con- |, 
demn, reform, and beg pardon of 
whatſoever they find thereof in 

themſelves : And for as much as 

there arc few ſinners ſo ſingular in 

the world , whoſe parallels are not 

roo caſily & frequently to be found); 

when therefore they humble them- 

ſelves for this their own Sin, let 

them do what they can to reform, 

and at leaſt earneſtly pray to God 

ro reform and pardon it in the 

Chriſtian world. 

7. And laſtly, The moſt plauſible 
and ſpecious Form of Godlineſs in the 
world (that which comes neereſt 
and looks likeſt to true Godlinels, 
yer 
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yet is not it) is @ fair courſe of out- 
ward and partial Conformity to the 
Law of God; conſiſting in a good 
meaſure of what we uſually call Ne- 
gatrue Righteonſneſs, with the additi- 
on of ſome poſitive, but chiefly bo- 
dily Devotions ; and cſpecially , 
of ſuch particulars of both, as may 
moſt recommend to rhe good 
thoughts and fair eſteem of men. 
This was the heighth and nobleſt 
pitch of the Phariſaical Virtue : As 
to Negative Holineſs, ſays he, 7 am 
no Extortioner, no unjuſt perſon, no 
Adaulierer, nor as the Publican. Men 
of theſe Characters were infamous, 
and accounted amongſt Fews ( it 
were to be wiſt'd they were fo a- 
monegſt Chriſtians) unfit for humane 
ſociety: And as to the pofetzve part, 
T faſt twice in the week, ( namely, 
Mondays and Thurſdays, as was the 
ſtricteſt Jews practice) F pay tithes 
of all that IT poſſeſs (Luk. xvii. I1, 
12.) not only cyen to Pot-hervs and 
Salating, as we have found alrcady 
Out 
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out of St. Lake, but as to the mean- 
eſt ſort of Spicery, Anniſe and Cum- 
mine, Matth. xxiii. 23. God forbid 
we ſhould cenſure that all, who do 
thus much, do no more. We may 
not; for we can neither fully know 
mens ſecret Practices, nor, as ſaid, 
at all fee their Hearts : But let all 
men examine their own Morals and 
Religion ; let them ſearch their 
Hearts and Conſciences : There is 
no man ſo bad in whom ſome 
good, nay perhaps ſome complica- 
tion and train of good actions, is 
not, in one. part or other of his lite, 
to be found; Even Ferod obſerved 
Fohn Baptiſt , and when he heard 
him he did many things, and heard 
him gladly ( Mark vi. 20.) yet no 
one ever admired his Saintſhip. 
And that hopetul young man, whom 
Jeſus loved, had (we will ſuppoſe fo 
far as not to be ſcandulouſly or no- 
toriouſly obnoxious ) obſerved al/ 
the Commandments of the ſecond 
Table ( Mark x. 19, 20, 21.) yet 
36 | lacked 
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lacked ſo much, as never to arrive 
at the true Love of God, or per- 
haps exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees : 1 fay then, 
it iS not a fair civil Converſation in 
the world, though accompanied 
with many a&ts of Juſtice, and of 
like moral Virtues, no- nor with 
ſeeming Diligence and Regularity 
in the outward Worſhip of God, 
which will ſet a man beyond 4 
Form of Godlineſs : All theſe may 
be where yet the Heart is void of 
a radicated Belief, Fear and Love 
of God, not at all refign'd and gi- 
ven up unto him; void of Charity, 
Humility, Contempt of this world, 
Heavenly-mindedneſs and the like 
Quaiifications, whercin, above all, 
Godlineſs doth confiſt. And there- 
fore theſe may make up bur a Form, 
Image or Appearance of Godlineſs , 
though the faireſt of them all, and 
ſo far amiable, that our Lord, as a- 
bove-mentioned, is faid to haye /ov- 
edhim who had it. 


F, 7, Di- 
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$. 7. Diverſe other particulars 
poſſibly might be collefted and e- 
numerated; by which many in the 
world make out, and keep up a 
Form of Godlineſs, to the utter ſup- 
preſſion of the Power of it in them: - 
ſelves, and the great prejudice of it 
in others : Bur theſe mentioned I 
conceive the moſt rite and frequent 
amongſt us, and by regard had 
hereto , and parity of Reaſon, an 
ordinary Judgment will be able to. 
conclude of any other which thall 
occur. That only I would here 
| further admoniſh (and beſeech all 
to remember it,) that be the Forms 
of GodlineſS in whatſoever it ſhall, 
be it alſo never ſo far advanced 
and completed, the more to the life 
this Picture is drawn, the more In- 
-duſtry, Care and Art there is uſed 
in the Colours or working ( as [I 
.may ſo ſpeak ) the more odious is 
it in Gods eyes: Where it is in any 
the ifſuc of their Natural or Pro- 
vidential infelicities, and apptoaches | 
*;4 as 
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as neer Godlineſs as fuch mens ſtate 
would well admit , there it may 
find ſome commiſeration ; and may 
bean a/oy to their miſery as well as 
guilt ; But where it is affeed, and 
matter of a /{udied deſign, there the 
more artificial it is, by ſo mnch the 
more abominable and vile is it. 
'Tis the heighth and complement 
of all their other Villanies : And 
ſuch perſons , except Truth it ſe! 
could lye, ſhall receive the greater 
Damnation. Matth. xxii. 14. 


of Godlineſs. 


Of the Power of Godlineſs. 


Set. r. The method of what follows, 
and its reaſons. SeFt.2. By what 
gradations or ſteps Godlineſs comes 
to have power __ men. Sect. 3 
When it may be ſaid to have Fa 
due Power. Sect. 4. An account 
of that habitual temper which rs 
the effet hereof in the heart of man. 
Sect. 5. 4 provifion againſt ſome 
poann'4 or doubt hence arifing. Sect. 
6. The ſum of the whole on this ge- 
* meral head. 


$4, HE Materials are now 


brought together and laid 
down, whence, with the help of a 
little reflettzon upon common pra- 
ctice, the firſt point of the Charge 
above brought. might be made good, 
namely, 
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namely, That the great buſineſs of 
moſt men in the matter of Religion 


is fairly to raiſe and maintain a form 


of Godlineſs.) Burt there being ano- 
ther part remaining in order to the 
verifying of the whole Character, 
we wul firſt clear that; and then 


joining and fuming up the evidence 


of both, we may more fatisfaCtorily 
conclude on the whole. 
Now the ſecond part of the Cha- 


rater being denying the Power of 


Godlineſs, the great queſtion will be 
how, or by what it praCtices that is 


done. Bur it being impoſſible to be 


clear in the underſtanding any »ega- 
tive Notion, before we have a di- 
ſtint knowledge of its poſitive con- 
trary ; that we may therefore be a- 
ble ro make an exacter eſtimate how 


many ways men deny the Power of 


Godlineſs, we will firſt enquire, how 
and by what ſteps Godlineſs comes 


' to have any pozer upon the ſouls or 


lives of men? and ext, when it 
may be ſaid to have its due power 2 
; F;.-2; 
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S. 2, We fay then, Godlineſs ob- 
tains power . over men by theſe de- 
orees. : 
.. 7.. When the Principles of it are 
duely underſtord. By the Principles of 
Godlineſs | mean,the plain & undoubt- 


ed points of Chriſtian belief and pra- 


fHice. And by a due underſtanding of 
themT mean, a being able (pro re #a- 
ta) as occaſion ſerves, to frame in our 
minds. conceptions and notions, as 
well of the Doctrines of Fazth,as Rules 
of Pradtice, fo far clear and diſtinct, as 


may be a ſufficient ground both to. 


direct and quicken, over-rule or go-: 
yern our Practice. To enumerate 
all the Principles of Godlineſs is be- 
ſides the preſent deſign: Ir is ſufh- 
cient, we aſlign the chief, and ſhew 
where'the ref are to be found : The 
main ones are theſe; That God is 
(or has a moſt true and real Being) 
and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him; "That he 


has given us a moſt excelent Law; 
and made a moſt gratious Covenads-. 
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with us in the Bloud of Chriſt Fe- 


ſus : That by the Bloud of this Co- 


venant whoſoever repent and be- 
lieve ſhall aſſiredly obtain Remiſſi- 
on of Sins, Grace and Glory : That 
whoſoever have this Hope in them 
are to purge themſelves from all fil 
thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, to live 
godlily, righteoufly and foberly in this 
world : That after death, a// men 
ſhall riſe again, and appear before 
Gods FJudement-ſeat , where every 
work ſhall &e brought into judgment, 
with every ſecret thing whether it be 
good or bad. That all men ſhall re: 
cerve according as they have done 
in the body, and it ſhall appear, the 
Judge of all the Earth is righteous. 
Theſe and ſuch like matters , con- 
tained in the Creed, the Decalogue, 
and the Doctrine of the Sacraments, 
we uſually call the Principles of 
Chriſtianity. But however powerful 
and operative theſe Doctrines may 
ſeem, or perhaps be felt, to be, up- 
on any of us; it 1s yery ſure, they 
could 


could have no power upon us, if 
we underfload them not: 'Tis by 
the underftanding alone that they 
can be let in 'to the Soul : And 
therefore ſome men, who think z- 
norance a very tolerable evil, it not 
publickly beneficial to Peace, and 
to a certain kind of Devotion, are 
ro remember, that with them Z7ol7- 
neſs, whether of Heart or Life, or 


indeed any other part of true and 


real Religion, comes not into con- 
ſideration. They may and do per- 
haps provide to make this world 
quzet, that is ſtupid, ſenſeleſs, carnal 
and formal ; but they conſult not 
at all che making it truly Chriſtian: 
It Chriſt had come to plane a Reli- 
gion, of which gnorance could ci- 
ther have been a Mother, or a kind- 
ly Nurſe, he had been much beſides - 
himſelf, when he inculcared himſelf 
to be the Light of the world; and 
the. Prophet” had as much abuſed 
us, who ſtyled him the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs : When men can ſhew us 
D 2 how 
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how'we cah heartily aſſent to 'any 
thing that we do not underftand, 
or be durably or rationally affected 
with any thing which ,we do not 
believe, thenwill we admit Relig# 
ous Knowledge to be - an uſeleſs or 
indifterent thing , and that God; 
eſs may have its full power on 
thoſe, who know not what it means: 
Bur. till then we-muſt remain of So: 
lomons mind (Prov. xix. 2.) That the 
Soul be. without Knowledge, it is,not 
good; or as, me thinks, the Hebrew 
rather runs WY) FT MNegbY 
ING —d&a&& Where there: is not 

Knowledg; the Soul is not good, So 
that it remains, a good honeſt under- 
ſtanding of the Articles of Faith and 
Dotrine of Chriſtian manners is the 
firſt ſtep towards the Power of God- 
lineſs. : 

2. A ſecond ſtep (and of no leſs 
neceſſity than the former) is, that 
we really believe what we are ſup- 
poſed, ſo as before ſaid, ro under- 
ſtand. For it is very ſure , men 
| may 
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may underſtand, not only many 
notions, but divers long ſeries, or 
ted rrains and compoſitions,:of them, in 
not which notwithſtanding they do not 
ligt perſuade themſelves there is any 
S OL reality : And it 1s as ſure that th6 
adli-ff fuch feigned Stories 'or Intrigues 
onl may ſometimes confuſedly moye 
ns: our Joy, Sorrow, Pity: or Sympa- 
So. thy, yet theſe are only. vain, (and 
the in a fort irrational,) tranſient Paili- 
not © ons, not chaniging our Counſels and 
eW I Reſolutions , much leſs ' prevailing 
52 | ducably to \influence our Manners 
"or F and Courſe of living. The Con- 
So il duct of our Lives follows our ſettled 
ler- | Perfuaſions and real Senſe of things. 
ond © 1: is not therefore ſufficient, for the 
the aſſerting Godlineſs into its due Pow: 
od- | e over us, that we conceive aright, 
| or have the true meaning of the 
cls | ſeveral Points of Faith and Rules 
ur | of Daty, bur it is further needfu], 
1P- | thar we be really perſuaded , and 
Sy our Hearts deeply poſleſied, theſe 
cn | Dactrines are True, theſe Precepts 
ay DF 32 both 
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both Equitable and actually Obi. 
gatory ; For that God hath pub- 
liſhed from Heaven, and as it were 
ſet his Seal hereto, that no one ſhall 
be Bleſſed, who does not, according 
ro the opportunitics he has, believe 
the one, and honeſtly practice the 
other. And thus much we ſhall 
never believe, except we ſce or feel 
in our Conſciences convictive evi- 
dences thereof, Wheretore, in the 
raking in Religious Knowledy , it 
we intend God!linefs ſhall have its 
power upon us (that is, if we in- 
tend to be rcligious in good carneſ\t 
we muſt endeavour , not only to 
comprehend the true notions and 
nature of things, but the ſeveral 
evidences Which may pcrſuace us 
of their Reality, Truth, and Obſi- 
gatorineſs, and thar they are mat- 
rers no Whit feigned , but certain, 
and of the moſt ſcrious impor- 


tance to us of any in the world ;_ 


as being fuch, upon the obſervance 
or neglect of which , by the irre- 
{ragable 
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fragable Ordination of the God of 
Truth, our Eternal Happineſs or 
Miſery depends. It is to be lament- 
ed, this is a part of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge not only roo much wanting 
in the world, but roo little ſtudied 
by the generality of Chriſtians ; and 
no doubt not without the great 
prejudice of the Power of Godlineſs. 
Further, 

. Tris neceſſary that in the par: 
ticulars of our Life and Actions , 
theſe Principles thus underſtood and 
believed be aftually attended unto, 
in order to the Governing our 
ſelves thereby. For we ſee it too 
ſadly true, men may underſtand 
and believe, what partly through 
infirmity and natural inadvertency, 


partly through negligence and grols. 


neſs, they too little heed. Therefore 
that Godlineſs may have its due pow- 
er , all who conſider the caſe will 
ealily acknowledg it indiſpenſibly 
neceſlary, men endeayour to main- 
tain a conſtant attention unto, or ha- 

D 4 bitual 
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bitual ſenſe of, the Chriſtianity they 
| believe. The Rule of Praftice, or 
Chriftian Law, then, muſt (as nccr 
as can be) eyer be ſet and kept be- 
fore us, to examine thereby all aCti- 
ons that paſs us (or the occaſions 
and exerciſe whereof occur) whe- 
ther the Ations are good, or whe- 
ther evi/ : In like manner alſo the 
reat points of Faith, ( eſpecially 
ich influential ones, as the Nature 
of God , his Omniſcience » Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, &c. the certainty of Fuds:- 
ment to come, with the like) muſt 
be ever before us to incite and 
quicken us as well to- cfcheiw the 
evil as chooſe the good. 'This is, 
in Davids language, having reſpect 
unto Gods Statutes continually, Plalm. 
cXiX. 117. And in nothing more 
than in this the holy force and ef- 
feftual working of Faith and good 
Conſcience jointly, appears the Pow- 
er of Godlineſs; I mean, when Con- 
ſcience judges rightly, according to 
the Divine rule, what is Daty, what 
is 
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is Sin, and Faith over-aws or ſways 
the whole man to act accordingly : 
Both which may happily ſucceed,or 
come to pals it we mad a; be- 
lieve, and in our particular practiſe 
attend unto, the Principles of God- 
lineſs, but never can otherwiſe. And 
this I may call the trueſt account- of 
SanCtification , or Gods working 
Holineſs in the Hearts of men 
(and I may juſtifie my faying 1o, 
trom the Apoſtles words, Ads xxvi. 
18. ſandftified through Faith, which is 
in Chriſt): eſpecially, if I add herc- 
ro, 

4. That, for the aflerting God- 
lineſs into its fall power, it is necetſa- 
ry, we not only, in ſome particular 
inſtances , conform our actions to 
the Chriſtian Law, but by conſtant 
endeavour of conſcientious obſer- 
vance, ſtudy to habituate our ſelves 
ro ſuch. conformity. We muſt tir 
np the Grace of God in us. (2 Tim. i. 
6.) and rowle all our ſtrengrh, it in 
any inſtances Duty or obeying good 


Con- 
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Conſcience ſeem at firſt difficult. Tt 
is Practice that makes men holy : I 
deny not Divine aſſiſtance or Grace, 
but rather ground all holy practice 
thereon. This only, I mean, Goad'- 
lineſs gets not its due power over us, 
bur by ſomething of Cuſtom and 
Exerciſe. We ſay commonly, oze 
Alt does not denominate , and in- 
deed there is great reaſon ; for nei- 
ther does it much change a man: 
He's wicked with a witneſs, and ſo 
bad as ſcarce ever Man or Devil 
was found, who has not in ſome ſin- 
gle act or other complyed with the 
DiCtates of good Conſcience: bur 
there muſt be frequent as of that 
ſort, to beget either a cuſtom or 
facility of ſuch compliance. So thar 
I fay, if we intend Godlineſs ſhall 
have 2zts power on us, we muſt cn- 
deayour to inure our ſelves to ſuch 
honeſt conſcientious practice, as de- 
ſcribed : We muſt not idly expect 
I know not what inſpiration or in- 


fuſion of virtuous habits into our 
Souls, 
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Souls,but co-operate with the Grace 
of God towards the introducin 
them. It is the Apoſtles Command, 
Exerciſe thy ſelf unto Godlineſs , 
1 Tim. iv. 7. And we need not 
doubt but the method will be ſuc- 
ceſsful : Exerciſe thy ſelf to it, 
(TY MNASE SEAYTON ne0sS) be praCti- 
ſing daily in it, and it will obtain, 
through the Grace of God, a due 
power over thee. 

The ſum then of what we have 
faid on this point is, to the end 
Godlineſs may have its power over 
any perſons, it is neceſſary , thar 
the Principles of Godlinefs (thar is 
the Doctrine of Chriſtian Faith and 
of Chriſtian Lite) be duly by them 
underftood, be firmly believed, be tur- 
ther particularly in practice attend: 
ed to, and that laſtly they endea 
wvoar to inure themſelves into a com- 
pliance with them and habitual ob. 
ſervance of them : for in this me- 
thod and by theſe ſteps, it is ratio- 


nally intelligible and accountable , 
how 
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how Godlineſs may obtain power 0- 
ver men; and in any other method 
to expect it, is a preſumptuous , 
not to ſay Enthuſtaſtical ( though, 
God knows, too frequent an) Ex- 
cravagance. 

S. 3. Now by what we have 
thus diſcours'd, it 1s cafe to collect, 
when Godlineſs may be ſaid to have 
its due Power; namely, when in a- 
man the Belief of the Doctrine of 
Godlineſs, and good Conſcience pre- 
vail gencrally to regulate and pgo- 
vern the mans Life and Heart: or in 
plainer terms,it plainer can be,Wher 
(through the Grace of God, in ſuch - 
method , as above ſet-down ) zhe 
man is brought over, from a worldly, 
wain or looſe life, to a fix'd purpoſe of 
heart, not to allow himſelf in the Pra- 
dice of any known fin, nor in the 
neglect of any known Duty ;. and this 
purpoſe be firmly keeps to, and puts 
in pradtice, endeavouring withal to 
maintain perpetually ſuch a temper of 
mind whence may flow a Life ſo regu- 
lar. 
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lar : ſuch Perſons as theſe there are 
in the World; and. in ſuch as theſe, 
I fay, and inno others, let men pre- 
tend what they will, is the Power of 
Godlineſs to be found. All this will 
be moſt plain, and together fortified 
by the Evidence, if illuſtrated by an 
Example or two out of the Holy 
Scripture. 

And, firſt, as to the prevalence of- 
Godlineſs or good Conſcience ſo as 
ro allow a mans ſelt in the practice 
of no ſin: A fitter inſtance cannor 
well be found than that of Foſeph- 
Geneſ.xxxix. The Temptation is well 
enough known; and the concur- 
rence of Circumſtances ſuch as gave 
it a flrange recommendation: His 
age, he young; His condition, a 
Servant, and ſhe his Milſtriſs; The 
adyantages likely to befall him here- 
by, Nothing already was kept from 
him in the houſe but her. (ver. 9.) 
This would have made him abſo- 
lute; Her importunity , She ſpate 
to him day by day. (ver. 10.) And 
as 
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as to opportunity, None of the men 
of the houſe were within, (ver. 11.) 
Now ſce how the power of Godli- 
neſs works (and fo proportionably 
it will on ſuch occaſions wherever 
It is). In general, 1. He ander- 
floed the Doftrine of Godlineſs and 
knew Adultery tobe a preat ſin and 
wickedneſs. (ver. 9.) 2. He not on- 
ly Believes it to be ſo, bur as to 
God, believes privacy could not con- 
ceal it from God; both theſe he cx- 
preſly profeſles. Flow ſhall I do this 
great wickedneſs and fin againſt God 2 
3. He particularly, amidſt all theſe 
conſpiracies of Tempters and Temp- 
ration, attends not only as we have 
{een to general prznciples of Religzon, 
bur to ſome perfonal obligations, 
which lay on him : © Behold my 
* Maſter hath committed all that 
* he hath to my hand, he wotteth 
* not What 1s in the houſe with me, 
* There is none preaterin this hoyſe 
« than I,Nothing is withheld from 
* me bur thee, becauſe thou arr his 
$4 Wie. 
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« Wiſe. (ver. 8,9.) And now what 
is the iſſue? He hearkned to her, as 
ſhe ſpake to him day by day, not fo 
much as to be with her. (ver. 10.) 
4. In other terms, He conforms to 
the Divine Law and keeps cloſe 
thereto, not in a ſingle inſtance or 
two but with Conſtancy : nay when 
ſhe offered a kind of Violence to 
him, and caught him by his garment, 
he fled and got him out, leaving his 
garment in her hand. (ver.12.) A glo- 
rious Precedent this! and wherein 
the Power of Godlineſs ſhines with 
a truely heavenly luſtre. 
Again as to the Preyalence of 
Godlineſs, in not allowing a manin 
the Neglef of any known duty, We 
willtake the Caſe of Danze/. Dan.vi. 
« A royal ſtatute and a firmDecree 
« according tothe Law of the Medes 
* and Perfrans, which altereth nor; 
« yas eltabliſhr, that whoſoever 
* ſhould ask a Pctition of any God 
* er man for thirty days fave of the 
* King, ſhould be caſt into the _m 
C6 O 
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« of Lions. v 7. What 2 Live thirty 
days without Praying? Why, thisa 
man ever touch'd with the power of 
Godlineſs could no mote endure, 
than he could live thirty days with- 
out breathing. Wheteſoever there is 
any thing of Xnowledg, Belief or At- 
tention,of or tothe Doctrine of Godli- 
neſs,this Negle&t would not down ; 
nor,as we ſhail ſee, notwithſtanding 
all the pleas fleſh and blood mighr 
make againſt the Lions Den, did it 
here. It was obvious, and undoubt- 
cdly not unſuggeſted by humane na- 
rure in Danie/, might not ſecret 
or Zeſs ſolemn ( ſome would have 


thought, even Mental) prayer excuf: 


ed in this caſe 2 No, notin the pre- 
ſent juncture : For now not praying 
as he uſed to do, and according to 
the then ſlanding Rule, towards the 
Sanftuary in Jeruſalem ( x King viii. 
33-3538. &c. ) and with his win: 
dows open, that he might look thi. 
therwards, would have been diſown- 


ing his Religion, and as the import 


of 
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of the Decree ran, a months renoun- 
cing his God ; And this the good 
mansconſcience, no doubt, pronoun- 
ced ;' The attending to thoſe Di- 
ares, and complying therewith, not 
once or again, but in conſtant courle, 
even when Ze knew that the writing 
was fignezl, went into- his houſe, and 
his windows being, open in his Cham- 
ter towards Jeruſalem, he kneeled up- 
on his knees three times a day, and 
prayer, and gave thanks before his God, 
as he did aforetime. Dan. vi. 10. 
Behold here, how the power of God- 
lineſs prevails, for paying a known 
duty (towards God ) againſt all con- 
trary force and pleas. | 
T am not unawares, The ſloth 
and /ukewarmneſs of the age, has 
here an- obvious pretence in defence 
of going much lower than this, and 
yet ſatisfying rhe claim to the power 
of Godlineſs. Theſe precedents, it 
will be faid,were extraordinary, anc] 
theſe perſons had vertue to an Ze- 
roical Degree, as the term is; There 
E. may 
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may be truly godly men of an infe- 
riour order; as Starrs of the: fxrh; 
are no leſs: Starrs; than thoſe of rhe 
firſt Magnitude : But the Reply is as 
obvious; The Degree, wherein the 
Power of Godlineſs here appeared , 
bore only due proportion to the oc: 
caſion, and was bur ſuch, as,in thoſe 
junctures of Temptation, to prevail. 
We, it may be, meet not, in our ex: 

erience, with frequent inftances of 
o illuſtrious exertions of the Power 


of Godlineſs; but neither haply with 


frequent inftances of ſo violent tem- 


ptations. God in his merciful pro- 
vidence conſiders us; He » faithful, 
and does not ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we are able. With the 
temptation he makes a way to eſcape 
[noir] gr'n TO NEIPAZMA THN "EK 
BAZIN] he provides with the temp- 
tation, aneſcape. I Cor. x. 13. But 
however ſuch inſtances may not 
have fallen much into our cxperi- 
ence, yet ſuch undoubtedly there 
are: and it js to be hopcd, Godlineſ 

MF. "" «- 
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i us is powerful enough, in caſe of 
« | our (thatis, more ordinary) temp- 
tations, to prevail again/#? known 
s fins, and for known quties: Truly, 
3. | unleſs ir be, it is in vain for us to 
" 8 flatter our ſelves, that Godlineſs has 
ſs | artained its power in us. According 
i, © fo our eſtate, fuch Integrity, and 
ſach Con/?ancy too (generally) there 
of | muſt be, otherwiſe there is no /nce- 
ty. Then ſhall T not be aſhamed 
th I ifhat is, then fhall I not be found 
an Hypocrite; going about to de- 


w ceive the world, God and my elf ] 
ul, when 7 have reſpect unto all thy Com- 


»f | mandments. Plal. cxix. 6. Let this 
Js | then ſtand as an unſhaken and un- 
moveable truth, that Wherever the 
"x | Dottrine of Godlineſs is underſtood, be- 
lieved, attended to and by honeſt en- 
deavours complied with, there Godli- 
neſs will, by Gods grace , obtain ſuch 
Power and maſtery, as to prevail ha-_ 
bitually againſt the Allowance of any 
known fin, or the Neglett of any known 
duty. E, 2 $4 
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$ 4. Which bleſſed Victory will 


ſoon introduce a new face of things 
(as I may fo ſpeak) throughout the 
ſoul of ſuch perſon : For a little of 
this courſe of life, or praCtice, will 
ſoon naturalize holineſs, and render 
the doing Gods Will the delight and 
joy of a mans heart. The Com- 
mandments of God are not grievous, 
but only to thoſe who never tryed 
them, or at the firſt beginning. All 
thar difficulty, which afirighted us 
ar firſt, ceaſes, when by doing well, 
and breaking oft a courſe of Wick- 
cdnefs, or Formality, we have once 
taſted the pleaſures of true Religion. 
For beſides that inward Peace, which 
the practice of real Godlineſs and 
Virtye., in every particular . act 
or inſtance of ir, leaves behind , 
the contentment and fatisfattion 
which a man muſt needs conceive 
from. refle&ting upon himſelt and 

conlidering 
[uantum mutatus ab illo, ui futt.] 
how 
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how bleſſedly he differs from his 


late odious, liveleſs, hypocritical ſelf, 


will be found traly furpaſſing all for- 
mer-ſcnſe of pleaſure, and even what 


he could expe&t. And then, caſt in 


hereto the 'Thoughts of a reconcil- 
ed God, and of a moſt tenderly lo- 
ving Saviour, the proſpeCt of enjoy- 
ing theſe, and of a bleſſed Reſurre- 
Ction, and of Rewards which Eye 
has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
hath it entred into the heart of man 
to conceive ; calt in I fay the rejoyc- 
ings 74 and from this bleſſed Hope, 
and the ſum of all muſt needs be 
tranſporting, unſpeakable, and (de- 
ſerving really the Character which 
the Apoſtle pives it, 1 Pet. x. 8.) 
glorified joy. Now I fay theſe di- 
vine (and before, to ſuch a man, un- 
taſted) pleaſures, being pur into the 
Balance, againſt any ſeeming diftt- 
culties and auſterities in Religious 
practice , will infinitely preponde- 
rate,& render them all as the lighteſt 
crifles and inconfiderable; in a word 

E 3 _ _- ny 
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they will make the whole of a mans 
duty highly eligible, and therefore 
eafie; fo that he ſhall do it our of 


choice, with cheerfulneſs, nay with 


a kind of greedineſs of Soul. 7 will 


run the ways of thy Commandments, 
faith the Pfalmiſt , (move with all 
facility, cheer and expedition in the 
courſe of my Duty) when thou ſhalt 
exlarge my heart. Plal. cxix. 32. And 
whoſe heart may be faid enlarged, 
if not ſuch perſons hearts of whom 
we have ſpoken? 

Nor is this at all hyperbolical, 
ro0 great, or exceeding truth ; bur 
there 1s really a certain cannatural- 
neſs cf Holy practice to ſuch a mans 
heart. For conſidering the before- 
mentioned particulars of due Know- 
ledge, Belief, Heedtulneſs of and 
yielding zo the ſubſtance of Religi- 
on, there cannot well bur be, in 
the uſual temper of ſuch a mans 
mind, a compoſition and happy con- 
currence of all habitual adyantages 


to an Holy and Pious life : ſuch as 
are 
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are, 2 general Seriouſneſs, Tendernefs, 
and Heavenly-mindedneſs. 

x. Ifay, A general ſerzouſnefs, or 
a grave, ſtaid, conſiderative ſpirit 
will uſually poſleſs ſuch a mans 
breaſt. What I mean hereby, will 
caſily, and diſtin&tly, be underſtood, 

by its oppoſites: Now I oppoſe /e- 
riouſneſs not only to Debauchery and 
Irreligion, but to the Atery, vain, 
heedleſs Humour of the Age; to a 
mind much unfixt, light and trivial, 
full of rambles, roys and uncertain- 
ties. The ſerious man then I rake 
to be one, who, having firſt a 7rae 

ſenſe of things, is generally compoſed 
enough to make actually a due elti- 
mate and choice of each, as occaſi- 
on offers. He is of the number of 
the Poets few, 

[Qui dignoſcere poſſunt 
Vera bona atq; illis diverſa] 
who know true Goods and value all 
things as they are fo, or tend to 
ſuch. And thus much certainly the 
E 4 due 
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due knowledpe, belief, and heeding 
the Principles of Religion muſt have 
produced in him: Theſe muſt needs 
have pois'd and fixt his Soul. Now 
how great an advantage is this, and 
how bleſſedly prepared for all holy 
and virtuous practice, 1s a ſcrious 
mind ! 

2. There will be further in ſuch 
a perſon an habitual ſoftneſs, render- 
eſs, or cedency of Heart. He will 
have a quick and ready. ſenſe of all 
ſpiritual things, and however there 
may not be in him at all times an 
equal warmth of Afﬀections, -yct 
there will be a conſtant Reſentment, 
and, in ſome good meaſure, a befit- 
ting concernment of mind in all rhe 
affairs and buſineſs of Religion. I 
know ſome men will laugh at theſe 
terms, or pretences: bur ſuch 'pcr- 
ſons muſt excuſe me, it I tell them 
roundly, they are ſtrangers to truc 
Godlineſs, and all real Religion. 
There is undoubtedly ſuch a thing 
as 
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as a ſpiritual ſenſe, taſt or reliſh, 
Doth not the ear try ſounds, and the 
mouth taſt meats 2 Job xii. 11. Even 
ſo doubtleſs a Soul naturalized ( as 
before) to heavenly Goods, has a re- 
liſh for them and all things which 
conduce more immediately to them. 
Our Lord reprchends the want here- 
of in St. Peter, while yet too mucin 
a Novice in the Power of Godlineſs. 
Mar. xvi. 23. Thou ſavoareſt not the 


things that be of God, but the things 


that be of men. But the thing it ſeit 
we may frequently obſerve in ho- 
ly men upon Record. In Fofah, 
2 Chron xxxiv. 27. Becauſe thy heart 
was tender and thou didſt humble thy 
felf before God, when thou heardeſt 
his words againſt this place and againit 
the Inhabitants thereof, and did/t 
rend thy clothes and weep before me, 
&. In other language, He had a 
ready ſenſe of, and was affeted 
with the Divine threatnings, as ſoon 
as heard. In thoſe Diſciples, Luk. 
XXIV. 32. Did not our heart burn 

| within 
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within us , while he talked with us, -*: 


by the way , and while he opened to 
ws the Scriptures. And in the holy 
Pfalmiſt more generally. Pal. cxix. 
103. How ſweet are thy words unto 
my taſt ! ? -jf\s» To my Palate, as 
if his Soul had ſuch an Organ; yea 
ſweeter than honey to my mouth. Ma- 
ny ſuch paſfages occur in that hea- 
venly Book. In plain engliſh: A 
good man, whether he is- to Pray, 
or Fear, or Communzrcate, Or even 
in private to entertain himſelf in Me- 
ditations, or good Books, has an 
heart ſo accommodated and diſpol- 
ed to theſe employments, as thar 
the- ſeveral parts of each Office, 
make ſuirable impreſſions on him, 
and naturally draw forth his Soul 
rowards God, in acts of Reſignati- 
on, Humility, Faith, Hope, Joy, 
Love and Gratitude. And this Sen- 
fibleneſs & Pliantneſs of mind, thus 
affirmed, we cannot imagin bur ſuch 
Attention to and Compliance With 


rhe -ſum of Chriſtianity, together 
with - 
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with ſuch general giving a mans ſelf 
up to God to waik before him, in 
the doing all known duty and avoid- 
ing all known ſin (as before ſaid ) 
muſt needs produce. For as living 
in known ſin, ſears mens Conſcien- 
ces, and renders their hearts obdyu- 
rate, ſo by the rule of contraries, 
the endeavouring to have a good 
Conſcience in all things (as the Apo. 

ſile calls the praftice we ſpeak of, 

Hebr. xiii. 18.) muſt needs ſofe 

them , and of ſtony, make them 

hearts of fleſh : Which, how great an 

advantage it is, and how-far it fa- 

cilitates (indeed much conſtitutes) 

an holy life, I need not ſpeak. 

3. Upon theſe mult needs alſo be 
conſequent a general heavenly-mind.- 
edneſs, a looking above the things 
of this world, above both the ſmiles 
and frowns thereof, yea even amidſt 
our worldly engagements or con- 
verſe; and a ſecret longing of Soul 
for that future,unſeen, bleſſed eftare, 


which we know not yet what it is 
di- 
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diſtinctly, but have believed? This 


part we cannot but conceive will be 
the produtt of ſuch qualifications 
and practices as we have before 
treated of : and all together muſt 
nceds raiſe and ennoble the Soul, 
and fit it for the divineſt life it can 
be capable of in this ſtate. For ſup- 
poſe the Heart habitnally ſerous, 
tender and compliant with all ſpiritu- 
al concerns, breathing qfter and in 
love with the unſeen world, What 
Chriſtian duty is there, which ſuch 
perſon is not fitted for? And as to 
the aſliſtances of Divine Grace, it is 
ſure God is never wanting to thoſe, 
* whom, by a courſe of his Grace and 
their improvements,he has thus pre- 
pared for the reception of more.. 

[ think it now apparent by this 
method of Operations, through 


which we have traced the Power of 


Godlinefs, that it will bring men to 
this ſtate and temper. And I ſhall 
only add, That it will engage them 
allo to. endeavours of conſtant main- 
taining 


a 
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raining and upholding the ſame ; 
; That their Reſolutions and Alacrity 
flag not, that their Seriouſneſs, Ten- 
derneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs 
decay not; ina word, That they 
fall not from this their Love of God 
and Holineſs. For it is a command 
as obligatory, and of as great con- 
cernment, as any can be preſum'd 
to be, Prov. iv. 23. Keep thy heart 
with all diligence (ID) 5IJ 
Above all keeping; whatever thou 
watcheſt nor over, be ſure to watch 
over that) For out of it are the iſſues 
of life; Our of the abundance of it 
proceeds a mans eternal Weal or 
Wo. 

 $. 5. I would here conclude this 
Head , bur that I ſuſpect ſome per- 
ſons (and thoſe haply nor ill ones) 
will be apt to think, that ſtill this 
Diſcourſe runs too high; and will op- 
poſe againl(t it that of So/omor, There 
is no man which finneth not. 2 Chron. 
Vi. 36. Not a juſt man upon earth 
that doth good and finneth not. Ecclel. 
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vii. 20. And the like paſkapes of St: 
Fames and St. Fohy, fo well known, 
that they need not to be cited. And 
further, they may fay, If there be 
any man of ſuch excellent temper 
as juſt now deſcribed, What s the 
reaſon, that we find ſome whom we 
take to be of the beſt of men, and 
in whom the Power of Godlinefs has 
undoubtedly had good effect, com- 
plaining notwithſtanding of the dul- 
nefs, hardneſs and worldlinets of 
their hearts > Though too many be, 
all are not Hypocrites in theſe com- 


plaints : nor are the Complaints 


meerly Cant. 

My Anſwer hereto ſhall be, Firſt, 
By deſiring my expreſſions before 
may be carefully conſidered and not 
{trained beyond their import or my 
intention. I have ſaid, Men, in 
whom the Power of Godlineſs pre- 
vails, Generally, that is, For the mazy, 
attend unto the Chriſtian Doctrine 
and examine and judg ſuch actions 
as occur,thereby: that they comply 
with 
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with ſuch judgment, and endeavour 
conſtancy in ſuch compliance: that 
hereby they arrive at this pitch, not 
to allow themſelves in the pradtzice 
of any known fin, or in the neg/etF 
of any, known Duty : and thence 
follows generally, or habitually fuch 
a temper of heart as deſcribed. I 
did not ſay, nor do I mean, thart, in 
ſome one or few ſingle inſtances, it 
1s never otherwiſe in any of the par- 
ticulars. There came a Traveller (2 
Sam. x11. 4. that is, there entred ar 
ACt of Luſt which- was a ſtranger 
there) anto David, and he was at- 
terwards for a conſiderable time in 
a very ſtrange temper. Bur I do fay 
now, | 
2. Such Lapſes, Miſcarriages or 
Crimes, and any internal diſtem- 
pers conſequent thereupon, in good 
men, proceed not doubtleſs from 
the power of GodlixeſS in them, but 
from the Defect, interruption or 
fome violent obſtruction of it : And 
it very good men too little expreſs, 
or 
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or not conſtantly enough comply 
with, the power of Godlineſs; that 
will not warrant any perſon, either 
who is to teach it, tor ſtating it too 
low, or who is to practice it , for 
not aiming above the faults of ſuch 
Precedents. And as to Davzd's caſe; 
It is ſure David did live and was ge- 
zerally what I have deſcribed; and 
though this Practice and this Tem- 
per were for a while, by that dread- 
tul tall, interrupted, yet the power 
ot Godlineſs prevailed again, and 
finaily, fo that he recovered and 
remaintained both. Bur as far forth 
as either {ailed, ſo far forth, art that 
time or times, came he ſhort of ap- 
proving himſelf a perſon actuated 
by the power of Godlineſs : and in the 
great inſtance mentioned, there is 
no doubt, till his recovery , he for- 
teired both Gods Favour and all 
claim he could lay to be a Godly 
Man; though I do not think the zx- 
ternal principle of Holyneſs was 
thercby in him quite extinct; nor 

- arc 
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ire Habits raſed our of the Soul of 
man, bur as they are introduced, 
that is, by frequent practice or re- 
petion of acts. 

Laſtly ad diſtintty, as to what 
Sins may be conceived conſiſtent 
with the general prevalence of the 
Power of Godlineſs in man : For 
mine own part, I take Sins of /gyo- 
trance and of Error even under the 
Goſpel, to be Sins-truly fo called , 
and to ſtand in need, as well, on 
our hands, of a general Repentance 
. (or Repentance of tliem in the lump, 
if I may fo ſpeak) as of a Pardon on 
Gods : Now, that in the moſt pod- 
ly men theſe are frequent, there is 
no doubt. And as to Sins of ſarpri- 
ſal, common inadvertencies, and at 
other times the z»firmities of Paſſions 
ſeiſing us, together with the Diffem- 
pers of Mind, Dulneſs, Flatneſs, Hard- 
neſs in ſome meaſure, Difcompoſed- 
neſs, and what elſe may flow from 
fuch originals (not allowed), there 
can be no queſtion, bur they my 

p k * 
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be, and are incident unto thoſe men, 
in whom the Power of Godlzneſs moſt 
prevails. ( For we are here Mex, 
having Fleſh and Bloud about us, 
and not Angels): But as to delibe- 
rate finning, though the time of De- 
liberation ſhould be but ſhort, fill 
I ſtand ro it, the aSowing a mans 
ſelf 7» any known Sin, whether of 
Commiſſion or Omiſſon, is contrary to, 
irreconcilable with and (7 tantum) 
for ſo much, deſtructive of the Pow- 
er-of Godlineſs; nor may any perſon, 
ſo. allowing himſelf, conclude, while 
he:ſo allows, or has not recovered 
himſelf by mature Repentance, that 


| he-1s under the Power of Godlinefs, 


or-Condutt of Gods Spirit, - or in- 
deed in a ſavable Condition. - For, 
know ye not, to whom ye yield your 


ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants 
you are ta who you obey, whether of 


Sinpunto Death, or of Obedience unto 


Righteouſneſs. Rom. vi. 16. OQbferve, 


this y.elding our ſelves to obey Sin 
1$,11 it {elt;, wrto death, and yer. 20. 
= Beirg 
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Being Servants of Sin ye ave free 


from Righteouſneſs (our of a juſtified 


eſtare); for, (v. 21.) the end of theſe 
things, and (v:23.) the Wages of Sin 
#:Death. Nor do I doubt but in. 
this Doctrine I am faithful, as well 
as tender, to the Souls of men. 

9. 6. Now of theſe things, which 
on this head we have ſaid, the fum 
is: Godlineſs (at leaſt as the world 
now ſtands) does not uſually get 
power over: men bur by ſeveral de- 
grees. We are firſt brought to the 
underſtanding of, then to a convitt;- 
on and belief of, the Dofrine of 
Chriſtian Fazzh and Manners ; here- 
by Conſcience awakened as well as 
inlightned, attends its Office, judges 
and dictates aright ; Wirh theſe d:- . 
fates the man complies, as ſwayed 
by what he is before ſuppoſed to be- 
lieve; which Belief ſways not to 
comply only. in ſome few ſingle in- 
ſtances, but to endeavour an tnriver- 


fal conformity. to good: Conſcience 


and the Evangelical Law ; the ſenſe 
M0 F z of 
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of both which are fppoſed by chis 


time to be one and the ſame: From 
this conſtant and honeſt endeavour 
of ſuch conformity the rule of our 
Duty, proceeds a Facility and Cheer- 


Fulneſs in holy PraCtice ; and from 


thence a general ſeriouſneſs, tender- 
eſs and heavenlineſs of mind. 

Now, in as many as lead this life, 
though with a multitude of infirmi- 
ties, to Which Fleſh and Bloud is 
ſubje&) I fay the Power of Godlineſs 


appears; or, Godlineſs has obtained . 


its due Power. For it has transform- 
ed ſuch mens Lives and Hearts : 


And though it has not ſet them a- 


bove all Sin and all diſorders of 
mind; which to do in this lite is not 
the prerence of Chriſtianiry); yet 
has it wrought out all the old Lea- 
ven of Matice and Wickednefs, 1 Cor. 
v. 8. -ot vitious Self love, ot Covetouf. 
neſs, Pride, Diſobedience, Formality, 
and the other evils taxed by the A- 
poſtle in the famous, 2 7m. ii. 2, 
3» Sc. and repleniſhed their _ 
with 
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with Sincerity and Truth of Holineſs, 
with an amiable and heavenly temper; 
which was the thing Godlineſs here 
was to effect. Therefore 7» and 
on ſuch, Godlineſs, through Divine 
Grace, has its due Power : And in- 
ro this eſtate, may every one, who 


reads this, find himſelf transform'd. 


Ames. | 


—— 


— _ 


CH AP. I... 


Of Denying the Power of 
 Godlinefs. 


Se&t. x 7 be Prifflices is which men 
Deny the Power of Godlineſs,re- 
duced to two Fleads. SeCt. 2. The 
Particulars of the firſt. SeCt.3. The 
dreadful Nature of the ſecond. 
Sect. 4. Its Heighth, or Comple- 
ment. Set.5. 7! he Sum of all ox 
this Head. | 


. s x. FJ Aving now ſeen, by what 
| means, and in what me- 
thod, Godlineſs comes to have Pow- 
er over men, as alſo when it may 
be ſaid to have its due Power (name- 
ty, whercſoever it directs and ſways 
our Practice, and by that means al- | 
ters and new molds our Hearts ). 
And having before in' general ſo Nl 
opened OY the Power of Godli- 


neſs, | 


Of Denying the Power &c. 7x 


neſs, as that it plainly appears to be 
a courſe of aCting, oppreſſive of, 
and deſtry@ive ro, the Power of 
Godlineſs,and therefore moſt contra- 
ry to that Divine Life but now deli- | 
neared; we may, by what has been 
faid, eaſily colleCt its kinds and par- 
ticulars, which will be deduced b 
4 little Refle&tion. F#ir/t, it there 
be any practices, by which men may 
obſtruft or ſtop thoſe ways and paſſa- 
ges, whereby the Principles of God. 
lineſs come at mens Hearts and get 
power over their Souls, thoſe cer- 


_ tainly make up one kind or method 
of Denying the Power of Godlineſs. 


Secondly, being that in the preſent 
ſtare of things, Godlineſs doth not 
uſually get its due power over men 
in an inſtant, or by one ſingle cflort, 
but by degrees; If therefore there 
be any other practices that may 
ſuppreſs the beginning, energy or 
operations , which fuch Principles 
(having a little by ſurpriſe, or befides 
mens Intentions and Wills, gotten 

F 4 entrance 
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entrance unto natural Conſcience) 
have attained upon mens Spirits , 
and ſo choak and extinguiſh all ho- 
ly warmth or Life, thoſe alſo will 
conſtitute another accurſed method 
of cfieCting the ſame: Of both, no 
doubt, there may be aſſigned Inſtan- 
ces: But becauſe it cannot,l preſume, 
be well conceived, how the Power 
of Godlineſs, can be injured, bur ei- 
ther by hindring its entrance and 
prevalence on the hcart, or by ſ«p- 
preſſing and overbearing it where it 
has got ſome room or intereſt al- 
ready, therefore I think all inſtan- 
ces of Denying the Power of Godl- 
eſs aſſignable may. be reduced to 
theſe two heads. More cloſely then, 
I fay, men are guilty of what the 
Apoſtle means by :Denying ( the 
word is *aPxNHM ExXOD having deny: 
ed) the Power of Godlineſs, when 
though they make an ourward pro- 
teſſion of Religion, yet they take 
courſe to ſtop al ways by which 
true Religion may come inwardly 
M to 


and yielding to its evidences (that 
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to afie&t their Hearts: Or, in caſe 
it has already made ſome entrance 
and impreſſions, yea and had ſome 
conſiderable alterative effects upon 
them, yer they overbear and /tifle 
all diftates, and, as far as they can, 
all concernments from it; ſo that, in 
the iſſue, their Lives are the ſame, 
as mens, that have no Religion at 
all, and too often only one or two 
removes from Barbarity : Civil they 
may be, bur as little as well can be 
conceived ( conſidering them civi- 
liſed) of Natural virtue to be found 
in-them : Such, God knows, is tos 
great a part of the Chriſtian World! 
s 2. But particularly, as to the 
former general way of denying the 
Power of Godlineſs. Ii we refle& 
upon theſe gradations, by which, it 
was ſaid, Godlineſs obtains power 
over men, we may ſoon ſee, by what 
practices that Power is ob/trudtted. 
It obtains upon us, by our under- 
ſtanding its Principles, by our ſceing 


IS, 
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15, believing the Chriſtian Doftrine) 
and by our attending thereto in the 
particulars of our Life. Therefore 
it is by us obſtructed, by all Yolunta- 
ry {gnorance, Voluntary nbelzef, 
and Voluntary zcogitancy , or Non- 
attention, to what we know and 
believe: Yolantary I have faid; for 
what is ſo, is only an Humane Act - 
properly ; and what is not fo, is 
more our Miſery (though bur jult- 
ly) than our Crime : But of each 
of theſe as voluntary , I ſhall ob- 
ſerve two degrees, which though 
they are both, it perſiſted in, cer- 
rainly deſtructive, yet not of equal 
guilt, and being to ſpeak, 

1. As to woluntary Ignorance, 1 
mult take the liberty to ſay, in the 
beginning, that ſuppoſing Men not 
to be Idcots or Naturals, there can 
be little or no groſs Ignorance in 
point of Religion amongſt us, which 
is not voluntary : I will readily con- 
teſs (and I heartily mourn for it be- 
fore God ) it is ſcarce conceivable, 
it 
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it is at leaft incredible to ſuch who 
have not perſonally inquired into 
the common ſort, how profoundly 
ignorant a multitude of thoſe, who 
yet frequentour publick Aſſemblies, 
are, eſpecially in thoſe things which 
are purely points of Faith; and-I 
muſt be ſo bold as to call even this 
Ignorance deftructive: For, though 
we ſhould ſuppoſe the generality to- 
lerably to underſtand the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Duties, and conſequently to 
know what is more grolly ſinful, 
yet they being in the mean while 
Ignorant of the Nature and Proper- 
ties of God, of his Omniſcience, 
Power, Juſtice and Goodneſs, and 
very much of the Immortality of 
their own Souls, of the Doctrine 
of the ReſurreCtion, of the tranſcen- 
dency ( or exceeding greatneſs) of 
the Rewards, and dreactulneſs of . 
the Puniſhments in that other 
world, &c. (which I fay arc all pure- 
ly points of Faith ) want all the 


great motives and incentives, which 
ſhould 
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ſhould make the knowledge they 
have in points of Practice effeCtual 
to living well; that is, which ſhould 
give Godlineſs any conſiderable 
Power over them: And of ſuch 
points of Faith as theſe, I ſay the 
Vulgar (and I could wiſh only 
thoſe, who ſome account the Vul- 
gar) are ignorant, too commonly e- 
ven to ſtupidity. I do not fay all- 
ways : God forbid | For, ſzpe eriam 
fub ſordido pallio ſapientia. Many 
a poor man (in rags) has ſome plain 
notions, and a plain honeſt heart: 
Bur the complaint commonly, and 
ina very great amplitude, is juſter 
than any but the Devil and his A- 
gents would wiſh it were: And if 
this be true of ſo many of thoſe, 
who attend the means of Know- 
ledge, what may we fay of thoſe, 
who totally negle&t them. Bur be 
this Ignorance in which ſort ſoever, 
admitting my former ſuppoſition, 
that the perſons, in whom it is 
found, have their IntelleCtuals, I ſay, 
| amongſt 
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amongſt us, it muſt be ve/untary in 
ſome degree or other. Firff, Ad- 
mit it proceed only from their ne- 
glegence, idleneſs, not caring for theſe 
things; (They perhaps mind their 
Eaſe, enjoy themſelves and { as they 
ſpeak) Live. If their outward man 
fare but well enough, they are re- 
ſolved to truſt God with their Souls, 
and trouble not themſelves with 
that concern; or whether they be 
reſolved fo or no, 'tis ſure they do 
ſo: ) Suppoſe, I ſay, theſe men ig- 
norant, this their Ignorance is vo- 
luntary : For the negligence or ſloth 
whence it proceeds is of their own 
choice, and therefore muſt its ſeve- 
ral conſequents and fruits be ſuch al- 
ſo, of which Ignorance is one of the 
moſt immediate inſtances aſlign- 
able. 

But there is a more affeted and 
reſolute ſort of l/gnorance in the 
world than this, which I can call no 
better than downright Atheiſm or 


{religion : that I mean which is to 
be 
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be found in ſome, who conſidering 
that Chriſtianity is an enemy to a 
ſenſual, voluptuous, lewd lite, and 
that Conſcienceis anuneaſie portage 


to a man deſigning ſuch life, reſolve : 


never to trouble their heads with 
the underſtanding or 'comprehen- 
ding ſuch Doctrines, which ſo much 
diſturb them, and, as they will tell 
you, embroil the world : Theſe 
men ſtudy Ignorance for the ſake 
of a ſtupid Quiet, and defigned[y 
abandon and defic all means of Re- 
ligious Knowledge : A deſperate ſort 
of blind men indecd! | 

Now there is no doubt but both 
and all theſe, our Church ignbrants, 
and our Outlying-ignorants, and that 
whether through ſupine negligence 
and ſloth, or through reſolute deſign 
and ob/{inacy, all of them, I fay, 
Dexy the Power 'of Godlineſs, what- 
ſoever they may have or. retain of 
the Form : For: they ſtop the very 
firſt paſſage by which Godlinef cati 
come at their hearts, or cycr, have 


Mn 
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ny power over them; namely they 
ſuffer it not to enter into their Z/x- 
derſtandings. 

2. Men obſtruct (and fo: dexy 


the Power of GodlineſS by voluntary 


Unbelief: And I muſt here fay the 
ſame of the Znbe/zef of this Ape, 
which I did juſt now of its /gzo- 
rance. There is (ſpeaking only of 
ſuch who have their Senſes) little 
or no groſe Vnbelief to be found a- 
mongſt us, which is not wo/antary; 
it being generally matter of mens 
chojce either in it ſelf direatly, or 


indiretly in its cauſes: If men af - 


fe&t Ignorance and fo believe nor, 
either becauſe they underſtand not 
the Doctrines to be believed, or fee 
not the Evidences which perſwade 
them, who ſhall ſay that Unbelief 
is not. choſen, when the Ignorance, 
whence it derives, is apparently 
ſuch? Bur if any, who both under- 
ſtand the Chriſtian Dofrine, and 


are acquainted with: the Z2:idences, 
« 4. "*% > wet d 
upon which it is pretended to be be- 


lieved, 
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lieved, do yer withſtand and cavil 


at thoſe Evidences, endeavouring MW d: 
to find or make flaws in them,where- lu 
as in truth rhere are.none, and then ſo 
diſpute touching their »ſuffciency, ju 
expoting them, and demanding E- Ir 
vidences either impoſſible (that is v 
ſuch which the nature of the Caufe tr 
admits not-) or «nreaſonable; it, I it 
fay, any men, in theſe circutnſtances fi 


and thus acting, believe not, it is p 
plain ſuch mens Znbelief is matter 0 
of Induſtry, Endeavour, and Deſign, ! 
and ſo not only of deliberate, but c 
obſtinate choice. Now ſuch per- | 
l 
| 
| 


verſe ſpirits may be found now a- 


days too rife, as well as thoſe more 
lazy Unhelievers before mentioned: 
And both ſorts undoubtedly deny 
the Power of Godlineſs; for both ob- 
{truct the perſwaſion of its reality | 
in their hearts, without which per- | 
ſuaſion, it is plain, Religion muſt be 

but an inſignificant pretence, of no 
prevalence or force. 


Laſtly 
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Laſtly, men may hinder and fo 
deny the Power of Godlineſs, by a vo- 
luntary - Heedleſneſs : It will look 
ſomewhat hard perhaps, in the 
judgment of moſt, ro call all the 
Inadvertencies and Incogitancies 
which, in common converſation, be- 
tray men into ſin, vo/antary ones; 
inaſmuch as many ſeem meerly ca- 
ſual, others after a ſort neceſſary , 
and natural Infirmities. And again 
on the other ſide, men ordinarily 
give themſelves fo great a looſe, and 
even the beſt, fo much remit that 
holy Sollicitude and Watch, which 
they ought conſtantly to maintain 
over themfelves, that it will be dif- 


_ ficulr moſt times to ſay touching 


this or that particular inadvertent 
fit, it is not at all ve/antary (I would 
be underſtood to ſpeak of men a- 
wake, and in their Senſes, Health 
and the like) that is, as in the for- 
mer caſes, neither choſen in its ſelt 
nor cauſe. In plain terms, we fo 
tar abandon our Minds and Hearts 
(3 ro 
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to the World and Vanity, or we in- 
dulge our Pleaſures and Appetites 
ſo much, that theſe draw ,- and 
ſtrangely detain, or enflayce, our 
Thoughts : And while we ſo .in- 
tently and conſtantly purſue ſuch 
Objets, it unawares and inadver- 
rently we are ſurpriſed with ſinful 
concernments, paſſions and engage- 
ments about them, who can avow 
that z#advertency no whit voluntary, 
when the indulgence, which drew 
it on, was plainly ſo? 

, Bur this may ſecm leſs culpable 


in theſe our days, and perhaps to 


ſome very venial and excufable : 
For, alas ! how few are there, who, 


in this particular , are not puilty, | 


more or leſs, of denying the Power 
of GodlineſS 2 As theretore we com- 
plained betore of a deſigned Igno- 
rancc and Unbelief, fo muſt we here 
ot ſuch a thoughtleſs unconcerned 
temper, vw js matter of ſome mens 
ſtudy and cndcavour : To be ever 
Airy and jre2 irom any intent 
chought, 
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thought, yoid of all ſollicitudes and 
(what they call) eafe to a mans ſelf, 
but eſpecially to be above all reli- 
gious apprehenſions and concern- 
ments ; that is, in plain Engliſh, to 
put little or 0 difference between 
what we call moral good or evil, 
ſome men look upon as a orcat 
pitch of happineſs : Whereas there- 
tore thouzhttulneſs docs breed con- 
cernment, and bring men to put a 
difference betwixt Actions, they cn- 
deavour by all mcans, they weil can, 
to hinder the Entrance of thoughr 
into them. They take carc nor to 
be alone, nor in ſerious thoughttul 
company ; They divert themſelves 
to other buſineſs, or rather poſlibly 
to Jolliry or Madneſs ; they fay to 
Conſcience, when abour to dictate 
to them Duty, or forbid them Sin, 
as Felix to St. Paul (AQ. xxiVv. 25.) 
Go thy way for this time, when I have 
a convenient ſeaſoa 1 wit! call for thee. 
This is indeed an heinous fort of 
ooſtructing the Power of Godlineſs : 

G 2 Such 
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Such refolute heedleſneſs, as this, 
may ſeem rather a ſuppreſſing the 


Power of Godlineſs, already partly in 


poſkeſiion , than an obſtratting the 
paſſages by which it is to enter. But 
ſet it be ſtiled how, or ranked un- 
der what ever head it ſhall, it is ſure- 
ly a practice very common, 'and a 
dangerous, well nigh deſperate, me- 


neſs 


s . 3. But there is yet another kind 


more dreadful, and which exceeds 
all the former, as well in Guilt, as 
in audacious or daring Violence; | 
namely, when men, though they | 
have not been able to keep our of ' 
their minds all notices and belief of } 
Religion, nor it may be are able 
(though they do endeavour,as thoſe * 
before) to ſuppreſs, exterminate or 
baniſh the trequent recurring di- | 
ctates of awakened Conſcience, - 
[this poſſible ſo haunting them that 
they hear its voice whether they Þ. 
wil} or no) ſhall yet notwithſtand- J.' 


ing * 


thod of denying the Power of Godli- | 
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ing all, for the love of ſome long- 
courted Pleaſure or Profit, control. 
all theſe Dictates, and in a reſolved 
courſe of fin overbear all oppoſition 
from them : They ſtand in their 
own hearts convinced, haply, both 
of the nature and obligation of their 
Duty,ſo as to have nothing of ſound. 
Reaſon to object againſt it ; They 
want not Arguments or Motives to 
recommend their Duty or diſſuade 
their beloved Sin, but the plain 
Truth js, they are unwilling to part 
with their Sin, and ſo no Argument 
will move them. For they have 
long heard of the Wrath of God re- 


vealed, and to be revealed from a> 


Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and, 
Unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs : Rom. 1.18. 
which means has been effeCtual to 


* aſſert Godlineſs into its due power. 


in others, and even theſe men them- 
ſelves, whether they will or no, can- 
not very oft bur give credit to theſe 


{| © DoQtrines; yea they run in their 


G 3 minds, 
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minds, more than they defire they 
ſhould : Yer fo addicted are they 
to their curſed Luſts, fo have they l 
ſold themſelves to ſerve ſenſual bru- : 
riſh Appetite, or a worldly Mind, " 
that, notwithſtanding all Remord's 
and Diſſuaſives, on they run, and | 
( 
| 
| 


venture Judgment and Damnation, 
all Wrath preſent and to come: | 
Sometimes haply they will fer their 
Wits to work for the palliating and 
and extenuating the Sins they have 
addicted themſelves to, for the find- | 
ing out plea's and excuſes to rctain 
them a while, nay it may be for 
rhe making of them no Sins, but 
only matters of Chriſtian Liberty ; | 
_ they will ſeek Knots in- Bulruſhes, | 
ſtudy little flaws in the Arguments ' 
with which Religion comes preſicd | 
upon the Souls and Practice of man- | 
kind : And if any fuch thing they 
ever find, Oh! how they magnifte 
it | and inſult poſſibly a while over | 
Religion and Religious men : In the # 
mean while, nothing do' they find, 
or 
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or can they find, which can finally 
jatisfie the daily and perhaps hour:- 
ly oppoſitions from within, bur a- 
gainſt theſe they proceed in a man- 
ner like Phraoh with an high hand : 
I mean they /rn deliberately, and de- 
liberately /zve 7 fin, againſt Light 
and Conſcience. They neither would 
(or perhaps for Wickednels ſcarcely 
could) live any otherwiſe, if they 
had never heard of Religion, or if 
there were no ſuch being as a Ged, 
either to fear or worſhip, This in- 
deed is a dreadful fort of denying the 
Power of Gedlineſs, and which talls, 
bur 1n one point (namely of Malice 
or Spight againſt God and his Goſ- 
pel) ſhort of what many Proteſtant 
Divines (how truly I muſt not here 
ſtand to ſpeak) have conceived to 
be the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
or «nto Death and unpardonable. 
Yet, God knows, this Practice is fo 
frequent in the Chriſtian World, at 
leaſt in ſome degrees of it, that we 
can ſcarce find a City, Pariſh, or 

G 4 cven 
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even Village, in which ſome may 
not be found guilty of it, as'in the 
next Chapter will perhaps be urged. 
F. 4. Ir pleaſes God indeed ſome- 
times, in his juſt Judgment, to ſuffer 
ſome ſuch bold Sinners, as theſe, to 
go on to that height, thar they in 
a ſort ſin away Conſcience, and cx- 
tinguiſh the Candle of the Lord, 
which has ſo long been ſmothered 
by them. Even as they have not 
liked to retain God. in their know- 
ledge [rn emrxQ=Er in their ac- 
knowledgment : when they knew his 
Nature and Will, they refuſed to 
acknowledge it, or yield obedience] 
God has given them over to a repro. 
tate mind, to do theſe things, which 
are not convenient, Rom. I. 28. They 
grow paſt feeling, Ephel. iv. 19. they 
harden themſelves, till God at length 
harden them, that is, till he leave 
them to themſelves. and their own 
hardneſs, reſolving his Grace ſhall 
never have more to do with them. 
Such :s theſe indeed haye denyed 
the 


Power of Godlineſs. 8 


the Power of Godlineſs as far as in 
themſelves it is poſſible: for they 
have ſuppreſsd it, till they have de- 
ftroyd it. A dreadful heighth is this! 
Nor can we conceive any greater 
complement, or further degree, of 
denying the Power of Godlineſs., to 
which men can proceed, than this 
15, except we ſhall ſuppoſe, fome of 
theſe deſparate wretches to attempTr 
in others, what they have ctfccted in 
themſelves; namely, to endeavour 
che debauching other mens Conſci- 
ences, and, as far as they can, ex- 
ringuiſhing in the World the Senſe 
of God, and all Religion. It is too 
certain ſome ſuch miſcreants, -or 
monſters of men, are to be found, 
who knowing the Judgment of God 
(that they which commit ſuch things 
are worthy of Death) not only do the 


ſame, but have pleaſure in them that 


do them; Romans I. 32. nay, have 
pleaſure in having made them as 


ſenſleſs and deſperate as themſelves; 


becauſe perhaps by their being made 


 fuch, 
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ſuch, there are ſo many fewer in 
the World to condemn, and ſo ma- 
ny more to patronize, their villa- 
nous Practices. Bur this is a de- 
nying the Power of Godliniſs, which 
will ſcarce confiſt with having fo 
much as the Form of it, and which 
therefore does not ſo properly fall 
under our preſent conſideration. 
F. 5. Thus rhen the ſeveral ways, 


"methods or degrees, by which men 


deny the Power of Godlineſs, whether 
by ob/trutting & hindring its coming 
71 upon their Souls, or by ſuppreſſing 
and overpowering z's attempts , 
where ' it already has ſome place, 
with the particulars under each, 
have been repreſented : If what has 
been ſaid of this Subject, becauſe 
thus carctully deduced and branch- 
ed out, ſhould be leſs underſtood or 
nort- fufticiently comprehended- by 
any plain Reader, not uſed to Par 
tirzons or DiſtinCtions, the ſum of 
all is, For any man, who calls him- 
ſelf or pretends to be a Chriſtian, to 


lrve 
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live a diſorderly, vitious or unchriſti” 
an Life, to be prophane and gene: 
rally negligent of God and R _ 
to be unjuſt, uncharitable ad un- 
merciſul, 7o be impure, /ewd, or 0- 
therwiſe debauched i» his private 
manners; nay, though theſe things 
do not openly and ſcandalouſly appear 
in him, yet, for him, betwixt God and 
himſelf, ſecretly to allow himſelt in 
any known ſin, thinking lightly of 
Hell Torments, or not prifing Hea- 
wvens Joys; Nay, to have ordinarily 
a vain, worldly, carnal Heart, «#- 
touch d and unaffeted with heavenly 
Goods or Religious concernments ; for 
any perſon amongst us, I fay, to lead 
ſuch a Life, or carry ſuch an Heart , 
* in the Apoſtles Language to deny, 
or to have denyed, the Power. of 
Godlineſs; yea though ſuch perſons 

ſhould be never ſo often, or never ſo 
| long every day at his Devotions: and 
the Apoſtles Terms or Language 1s 
moſt true and juſt ; For this Lite and 
this Heart are as contrary as any 
thing 
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thing can be to Godlineſs, and ever: 


The preſent Age 


zo all Religious Pretences and Offices. 
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ty of Denying the 


Power of Godlinels. 


Sect. x. 


Cautions fror preventing 


ſome Abuſes, which may be made of 
this Proof. Sect. 2. The firſt part 


of the 


Charge proved. Set. 3. The 


ſecond proved. Se. 4. Pretend: 
ed Alleviations of our Guilt herein 
removed. Set. 5. A Corroborative 


of the fe 


ormer Proof. ScC&t. 6. Some 


Refletions on the publick Manners, 


whzch 


may windicate the former 


Cenſure. Sect. 7. A Tranſition to 


what remains. 


[ FJ 


good the Charge above laid upon 


me it is at lenpth to put all 
together, for the making 


the 
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the preſent Generality of Chriſtians. 
Now becauſe there can be no due 
Proof in this matter, without ſome 
view of the publick Manners, I muſt 
here deſire none be offended, if I 
ſpare »o Party of thoſe who pretend 
to Godlineſs. The Faithiulneſs I ow 
to the Souls of men, beſides the 
nature of my Deſign, will not per- 
mit I ſhould : Neither let any man 
judge me cenſorious, uncharitable, 
or il]-natured, either in my under- | 
taking or way of arguing : I only 
avow plain matter of fa&t , noto- 
rious in the ſenſe of all ſerious and 
judicious Chriſtians, and infer from. 
thence, what if Scripture be true, - 
and ſuch Notoriety admitted, is un- 
deniable : I judge not the Heart or 
Thought of any particular perſon , 
but only according to my Duty 
reprove and warn, upon What (to 
me at leaſt) openly appears: and 
all this with a deſign of amending 
mens Lives, of advancing Gedlineſs, 
and preventing the Rain of immor- 

| tal 
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ral Souls, for whom Chrift died, and 
to whom - he has been preached. 
And a$1my ſelf rake not upon me, 
to cenſure any man in particular, fo 
let not any Reader unskilfully or 
uncharitably apply that to ozhers, in 
judging them to be the men meant, 
which was deſign'd for each man to 
judge himſelf by. TI teach not, nay, 
in the Name of God, I forbid, men 
to judge one another ; and in the 
fame Name I require and conjure 
them not to flatter themſelves. *Tis 
betrer to fee my ſeit guilty of a meer 
Form of Godlineſs and denying the 
Power of it, at preſent, and while I 
may redreſs it, than thar the whole 
World, as well as my ſelf, ſee it one 
day, to my own irrevocable and ir- 
remediable conſuſion, Having given 
here theſe Cautrzons, I will now be 
plain. 

$.2. We ſaid above, varying a 
little the Apoiltles Words, tor per- 
ſpicuitics ſake, That the great buſineſs 
of the generality of men in the matter 


of - 
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of Religion 1s at preſent fairly to raiſe 
and maintain a Form of Godlintſs; 
which we made the firſt particuſar 
of the Charge : Now, in order to 
the making this good, we have o- . 


pened the moſt uſual Pretences;,* 


Claims and Prattices by which a 
Form of Godlineſs has been, or per- 
haps can be ſet up and maintained : 
And whereas there are a ſort of idle, 
caſie and (too commonly) looſe peo- 
ple living amongſt us, which are, by 
Courtclie of the Country , called 
Chriſtians, and are contented well 
enough with the Name, never troub- 
ling themſelves what Chriſtianity 
means ( they would perhaps have 
been as much Mahumetans, had that 
been the Religion of the Country , 
as they are Chriſ{zans) we will not 
at preſent concern our ſelves with 
cheſe : Bur raking to examination 
the Caſe of them, who ſeem to look 
upon Religion as a matter of mo- 
ment and really profeſs it, having 
therefore addicted themſelves roone 


Church 
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Church or other, ſhall we be able, 
with truth, to fay any better of the 
generality of them, than this branch 
of the Charge amounts to? Eet us 
then put together three or four of 
the particulars ſpecified, to conſti- 
tute a Form of Godlineſs, and fee, c- 
ven fairly judging, it thoſe give us 
nor, as far as man can ſee the com- 
paſs, or ze plus ultra of their Reli- 
gion. 

Suppoſe we then a Profeſſor in his 
own thoughts well, and indifterent- 
ly according to the rate of common 
peoplc, to unacrttand Religion, and 
as his Genius, Inclination or. Inte- 
reſt perhaps leads him, to have ad- 
dicted himſelf ro rhis or that Church 
(as we ſpeak): It now he ſhall be 
zealous for the way, or diſtinctive 
Opinions, of that his Party, does. 
he not look upon himſelf, is he not 
look'd upon by many others, as a 
fairly, accomphil3'd Chriſtian? I do 
nor yet ſay many particular perſons 


have no more Religion than this 


COINCS 
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comes to; but I do demand, Does 
not this ſuffice to paſs one for a 
modern Godly man? And does not 
common Experience every day ve- 
rifie- it does? Bur if beſides, ſuch 
perſon be a man of what they call 
Gifts,and no wiſe infamous for thoſe, 
which are uſually accounted ſcanda- 
lous Sins, (though he be inwardly 
fraught with others of a cleanlier na- 
ture, at leaſt, in ſome mens eyes) not 


ſorting himſelf therefore with men 


of an ordinary converſation,but kee- 
ping clofe to thoſe of his own ſtamp, 
and crying out of the Lewdnels of 
the world, ſuch an one ſhall ſoon be 
vogu'd for an eminent Saint, Good 
God! how great a multitude go no 
farther 2 I do not here ſay, This or 
That man is mcerly ſuch as I have 
deſcribed : I am not therefore guilty 
of cenſoriouſneſs: I am yer only 
putting theſe things ro mens Con- 
ſciences; let them judge whether 
they are ſuch or nor : It they are, 
I produce their Conſciences as Wir- 

- nelles 
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neſſes in my Cauſe: If they are 


nor, I thall anon prove enough for 


my deſign, there are a multitude of 
others are: I only fay at preſent; 
this is abundantly ſufficienc amongſt 
divers parties to gain a man the re- 
putation and intereſt of a Godly may. 
Whereas I think they a& much 


more like Chriſtians, as well as 


wiſe men, who, though they hope 
charitably of all men, as far as Scri- 
pture permits, yet determine not 
who are Gods Saints, much leſs cry 
men up for ſuch, in whom under a 


fair, but thin, Varniſh of Godlineſs, ' 


appears a great deal of private fal/- 
neſs, jurgling, pride, malevolence to 
rhe ſar greateſt part of their Chriſti- 


an Brethren, with many like known - 


Sins ( at leaſt againſt men ) which 


are utterly inconſiſtent with an uni 


form , conſcientious Chriſtian Pra- 
Ctice. 

Amongſt another ſort, let a man 
he but outwardly agreeable to the 
Feelefraſtical Laws and Orders, let 

him 
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him duly frequent his Pariſh Church 
(which it were to be wiſhr all would 
do, for though this, be far from be- 
ing the whole, which the Power of 
Godlineſs is to bring men to, yet 
this is the ready way to bring them 
under the Power of Godlinefſs whol- 
ly) let him beſides live quietly and 
fairly amongſt his neighbours, and 
this man ſhall paſs for a Chriſtian 
of a very good rate: He ſhall think 
himſelf fo, and be generally thoughr 
ſo by his Neighbours; and yet,here 
perhaps is the fum of his Religion. 
Bur then if he ſhould beſides bave 
2 Zeal for this exce/ent Church, in- 
to which it has pleaſed God to caſt 
him (though ir would grieve a man 
to ſee many times how prepoſte- 
rouſly and indiſcrcetly even ſome 
honeſt mens Zeal a&ts) who ordi- 
narily of the ſame Church will deny 
ſuch perſon to be a Chriſtian of a ve- 
ry good rank? And truly I muſt not 
ſay but char men of this Character 


arc ncerer the Kingdom of Heaven, 
HY: 2 in 
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in my judgment, than thoſe of that 
before deſcribed : For here is much 
real Virtue, which, becauſe ſuck'd in 
with Chriſtianity and by. Chriſtian 
Education, I dare not call, as ſome 
in an 1ll ſenſe do, purely woral or 
ataral virtue : And yet I muſt con- 
fefs, it may ſo come to paſs, that 
here alſo, as well as in rhe caſe I 
have cenſured worſe, may be no- 
thing beyond a Form of Godlineſs - 
and God knows, how often does it 
fo come to paſs! Ler it but be con- 
ſidered feriouſly how vaſtly ſhort 
or diffcrent all theſe Qualifications 
mentioned are from a due under- 
flanding and cordial belief of Chrifti- 
anity, Com 'an habitual regard and 
general conſcientious conformity to the 
Chriſtian Rule , from that ſerious, 
tender, heavenly temper, which are 
the due effects of the Power of God- 

lineſs, as has been above ſet forth. 
| To be free, and ſpeak out how 
matters ſtand, as well with the pro- 
{elſing multitude, of the Diſfenters, 
| as 
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as of the coyformable people ; When 
a Miniſter comes to ralk home to 
either, of examining all actions by 
the Evangelical Law, of allowing 
a mans ſelf in no known fin, no not 
in the moſt cleanly, taſhionable or 
our moſt beloved ones, they ſhall 
many of-them ſtare and wonder at 
him ; and, it they underſtand him, 
be apt to ask, Do you pretend there 
are any ſuch men alive ? Is not this 
a pitch of perfeCtion for another 
ſtare 2 Tell rhem further, Thar, be- 
ſides their outward aCtions, they are 
to look to the inward temper and 
diſpoſition of their Hearts; that in 
all Offices God more regards this, 
than the outward pertormance; *ris 
very well, if one in more than I will 
name know what you mean. They 
who are to inſtruct common people 
perſonally, in order to their Salva- 
tion, know this to be a ſad truth. 
God forbid, but thar I ſhould tlunk, 
cven amongſt ordinary plain people 


there are diverſe who can give a 
"#4 better 
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better account of themſelves; and 
many more, Who underſtand , and 
have a ſenſe of a preat deal more 
than they are able to expreſs: bur 
that will eaſily be diſcern'd by any 
prudent perſons, who: have to deal 
with them in their ſpiritual concerns: 
Notwithſtanding I ſtill infiſt upon 
this, that there is no one of Expc- 
rience, Judgment, and Sincerity - in 
the Work of the Miniſtry, but will 
contcſs things generally ſtand as I 
have ſtated them: Ir is the great 
complaint in which we all joyn, and 
under. the apprehenſion ot which 
we mourn, that the ſenſe of God 
and Religion 1s grown a very rarc 
thing in the world. This then be- 
ing admitted as a truth ( as, upon 
common experience , conſidering 


particularly the prattice and ſtate. 


of the Age, it muſt be) that cyen 


the generality of thoſe who proteſs 


to be concern'd in Reliyion (or to 
make Religion a great part of their 
bulineſs in lite) are only imployef 
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in ſome outward Offices and parts 


of it, or haply ſome empty preten- 
ces to it, being in the mean while 


O | 
"Ii very: ignorant, what the due effects 
ny of the Power of Godlineſs are, and 
leal unaffetted or unexperienced zy, and 


ns - for the main unſenſible of, the me- 
cthods by. which Godlineſs obtains 


© 

a power over men, it follows, That 
in the great bufineſs of the generality of 
11l men in the matter of Religion at pre- 

1] ſent 1s, fairly to raiſe and maintain a 

1t Form of Godlineſs; which was the 

d firſt part of the Charge. 

h $. 3. And from the ſame Evi- 

j | dence, the Second Part is is molt ca- 

> | lily conclufible : For if common 


and fad Experience ſpeak the gene- 
rality of thoſe who profeſs Religion 
ro be of ſuch temper, as ſaid , and 
that there be on all handg#{ew(com- 
paratively) who have a real ſenſe of 
Godlinels, certainly ſew there needs 
muſt be, who are careful to /zve com- 
form to the Chriſtian Law or Rule ; 
; for without ſuch'ſenſe,and it deeply 
H 4 roo 
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roo imprinted on, and daily kept 
alive in, the heart, this never will 
be done. 

And again, if of the multi. 
rude of Profeſſors on all hands, 
as above , very few (comparative- 
ly) underſkand what a Chriſtian 
Frame and Spirit mean, and, we 
will add, as little value it ; if fur- 
ther, they underſtand not the ways 
of getting or keeping the ſame (all 
which are partly evident before, 
partly confequent upon one ano- 
ther ) then muſt the getting and 
keeping ſuch Spirit be rhe Care and 
Exerciſe of very {ew ( comparative- 
ly): foraſmuch as it cannot be con- 
ceived, men ſhould make that mat- 
ter of their Care and Exerciſe, which 
they neither underſtand nor value. 
Nay ( which reauces the paucity 
yet to a narrower compals) too ma . 
ny of thoſe, who have knowledge |} 
enough to qualific them for this F 
temper, are wanting in their dz _. 
gence, both to get and keep it, that 

is, 
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is, they maintain not a conſtant and 
conſcientious endeavenr of Conforms- 
ty to the Chriſtian Law. 

Wherefore the gaining and keep. 
ing a true C hriſtian Spertt , and 
living conform to the Chriſtian Law 
or Rule, is the Care and Exerciſe of 
very few; which was the ſecond part 
of the Charge. Ard ſo, what the 
Apoſtle foretold of the /2/? days, ap- 
pears to be ſadly verified in theſe, 
The generality have a Form of Gods. 
neſs, but deny the Power of it. 

5. 4 I know it will be pleaded, 


_ in mitigation of this guilt, that much 


of it is due to /pnorance ; for fo, it 
will be faid, it has been argued in 
the Proof. Now it will be hard to 
plead mens gnorance to be matter 
of ſuch dreadtul Guz/t, when Tgno- 
rance ordinarily imports rather In- 
firmity. : 

I ayſwer hereto, though I made 
uſe of the multirudes ignorance in 
Spirituals, as what ſeemed ro me 
the moſt obvious convincing argu- 
ment 
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ment to prove the Ape generally ve- 
ry guilty of Formality; yet it will not 
follow that all the Formality of the 
Age, much leſs all the Sin that ac- 
companies and flows from ir, pro- 
ceeds from Ignorance. There has 
been enough ſaid above, of oppreſe 


fing Conſcience, overpowering its d;- 


fates, and holding the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, to take off ſuch trifling 
excuſes and extenuatory Plea's as 
theſe. 

Beſides, though it were admitted, 
molt of our Formality did come from 
the peoples /gnorance; yet the Que- 
ſtion will be, Whoſe fault is that 
Ignorance > Theſe very perſons we 
charge, have knowledge enough to 
ſet up and maintain a Form of God- 
_ How came they by that 
knowledge, but from the Goſpel ? 
And does not that Goſpel moſt 
plainly preſent unto us the whole 
Chriſtian Faith and Law; and that 
with Evidences ſufficient to perſuade 
the Belief of the one and _— 
the 
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the Pradtrce of the other ? Doth it 
not require us, to ry our ſelves and 
ations thereby ? In a word, ZHath not 
this, the Grace of God bringing Salva- 
tion, appeared [or been made mani- 
feſt] unto all of ws 2 Teaching us, that 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godlily in this preſent world>Canthere 
be found on Earth fuch an Enemy to 
the empty Form of Godlineſs, or ſuch 
an inſtrument to convey the Power 
of Godlineſs into mens Hearts, as 
the Goſpel2 If we are 7gnorant 
therefore, and, being ignorant, for- 
mal and ſenſleſs in to the bargain, 
the greater is our Sin : Our /gv- 
rance 1s, and needs muſt be, = 
tary and choſen : ſo muſt our unbe- 
lief, our heedleſneſs, our unconcerned- 
xeſs, our formality and our very de- 
nying the Power of Godlineſs : And 
whether we have run into this guilt 
rhrough oth and neg/igence, or per- 
verſeneſs and obſtinate defign, 1t is 
bur reflecting on what has _ a- 

Ve- 
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boveſaid,and inquiring into our own 
Conſciences anfwerably, and we 
may fitly take the meaſure of our 
ſtature in ſin. 

$.5. Indeed fo far have I beenfrom 
ſtraining truth, in ſetting torth the 
ouilr of the preſent Age in this caſe, 
that the numbers of thoſe who are 
guilty are greater than has yer been 
repreſented : I have been able to 
conclude the Charge juſt, conſider- 
ing only that portion of men who 
amongſt us ſeem to make Religion 
ſomewhat of their Luſineſs and con- 
cernment : But how preat a part 
may we find within the pale of the 
Church, who indeed call themſejves 
Chriſtians, art leaſt are content 
people ſhould reckon them tn to 
the common number of thoſe, thar 
profeſs the Religion of the Country, 
whom truly any man vers'd abroad 
in the world, would not account, 
by their manners, to be ſo much as 
civil Turks or FHeathens. In cruth, 


as the world goes, we muſt acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge within our bowels three rates 
of Chriſtians: We have firſt Chrifti- 
ans only in Name; We have, ſecond- 
ly Chriftians in Name and Form ; 
and undoubtedly there are amongſt 
us, if on Earth, Chriſtians in Name, 
Form and Reality : We have ſpoken 
hitherto only of the rwo later, and, 
raking them both as part of one ag- 
gregate and blended body, we have 
found, upon duc conſideration, thoſe 
whom we call Chr:i/ftians in Name 
and Form (that is, fuch, who have 
a Form of Godlineſs but deny the Pow- 
er) to be ſo far the greater number, 
that we haye in compariſon of the 
other, as I apprehend, juſtly ſtiled 
them the Gemerality ; lo ample a 
majority, God knows, do they ap- 
pear to be ! Now though it may be 
judged, we cannot, with the ſtrict- 
propriety, ſay, thole who have only 
the Name of Chriſtians (Which are 
the firit of the three forts) have a 
Form of Godlineſs; yet we may fſate- 
ly avow, they do deny the Power «of 
Godli- 
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Godlineſs. If then we add thi number 
to that former Generality we found 
guilty, How great amongſt us will 
e the total of thoſe who deny the 
Power of Godlineſs ? 
$. 6, Thoſe who think this too 
ſevere, I deſire with me ſeriouſly 
and ingenuouſly, without any thing 
of partiality on the one hand, or of 
{ll-natur'd rigour on the other, to 
conſider a little the publick manners : 
And we'll begin with the publick De- 
votions. Such,who are molt ſerious in 
the Worſhip of God, full well know, _ 
that for the main they appear out- 
wardly therein rather better than 
what they are : That is, the wild 
extravagant thoughts, the Dulneſs 
and other diſorders, which, to their 
great priet , inieſt their Hearts, arc 
not viſible in their Mein and Faces : 
And, proportionably to themſelves, 
they may conclude generally, few 
or none appcar there worſe than 
they are: Now particularly let us 


a 
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a while, the common Behaviour of 
people in many of thoſe, which are, 
or ſhould be, our moſt ſolemn Afſem- 
Blies : How dificrent'is it from what 
it ſhould be, how unbecoming, and 
therefore unbeſpeaking, a ſenſe of 
Godlineſs! This, thoſe, who make 
it moſt their bufineſs,to obſerve no- 
thing there but God and their own 
Duty, cannot often, whether they 
will or no, bur have taken notice 
of; and let it be reputed but an 
honeſt and well-meaning freedom, 
to repreſent it throughout. Our Ser- 
vice, for which all our people gene- 
rally pretend great Reverence (and 
it were to be wiſlYd they would all 
judiciouſly pay it) confiſts of divers 


excellent and admirably contrived 


pieces : Now firſt, as to that part of 
ir, which is properly and {ſtrictly 
Prayers : this indeed perhaps the 
generality ſhall repeat ( roo often 
heedleſly mutter over ) after the 
Miniſter ; with what underſtanding 
appears { commonly ) by their re- 
peating 
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peating what they ſhould vot (the 
Miniſters part, Abſolutions, Oc.) as 
well as what they ſhould: I will not 
ſpeak of their idle gazings, and 0- 
ther vain ations (too plainly utrer- 
ing the abundance of their Hearts) 
while their Lips are going. Then, 
the Leſſons ſerve for intcrvals of 
whiſpering or obſerving Strangers , 
or their Neighbours Habits, paſling 
Complements, Sc. The Hymns and 
Anthems too generally are attended 
to meerly for the Muſick; and at- 
terwards ſomewhile, the buſineſs is 
admiring and extolling the Compo- 
ſition , or paſſing ſentence on the 
Performers,Organ,or the like: Then 
{or the Sermoy, it is ſcarce well be- 
gun before ſome haye plainly and 
deſignedly compoſed themſelves to 
ſleep; Another fort are employcd 
in cenfuring and haply ridiculing 
rhe Preacher, in idle Diſcourſes, mu- 
tual Carefſes, not refraining ſome- 
times Laughter and Sports, not to 
fay downright Buſtonry : Let none 
here 
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here miſconſtrue me ; I cenſure no- 
thing of the Order or conſtituted 
courſe of our Church Servite, which 
[ ſtill ſtand to to be very heavenly 
& tranſcendent, and have elſewhere 
vindicated bothir,through its ſeveral 
parts, and the appointed uſage of it; 
[only here reprove, and, for amend- 
ment, expoſe, mens lewd abuſe : In 
plain terms, I beſeech ſome ſorts of 
p:ople,even for Gods ſake,that they 
will make a difference betwixt 4 
Church & a Playhouſe , betwixt Gods 
Worſpip & ax Opera; It Religion pre- 
vail not hereto,methinks good Man- 
ners ſhould : Were a perſon deliver- 
ing an Errand , nay it may be but 
telling a ſer ſtory to a private num- 
ber of men, it would be look'd upon 
as an afiront, ſhouid here two or 
three, or there as many, be whiſper- 
ing, laughing, or otherwiſe enter- 
taining of themſelves than by at- 


| tention : Certainly he who reads 


the Scripture, he who preaches 2t , 


comes ro the World upon the molt 


i folema 
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ſolemn errand in the world: Pardon 
therefore the Language; Letmenhbe 
Civil to God Almighty, 
I may not here conceal, that it 

15 very ſuſpicious, a multitude come 
to Church with no other ends than 
thoſe of Yanity and Divertiſement, 
if not worſe; Their ſtrange Dreſs, 
their gariſh Attire , fitter for per: 
fons whom I will not name than 
ſuch as come to a Chriſtian Afſem- 
bly; in a word, the whoſe Garniture 
and ail Accoutrements they come 
with, many, I mean, even of both 
Sexcs, arc ſuch as beſpeak them {till 
to /tudly, not to have renounced, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
world : Would a modeſt Heathen 
go more lightly arrayed to their 
Shews and Games, than many peo- 
pie do, as they pretend, to the 
Worſhip of God and Chriſt 2 Theſe 
things I would not have raxed thus 
plainly were there hopes by any o- 
ther way, cither of redreiſing them, 
or nct bcing (at leaſt through con- - 
nivance, 
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nivance, and a kind of baſe ſilence) 
ouilry and a partizan in them. 

And if this be the ſtate of things 
at preſent, in too many , of our 
moſt ſolemn Aſſemblies for Divine 
Worſhip, which, conſiſting of more 
choice and cull'd people, muſt needs 
have ever in them ſome numbers, 
who are grave, ſerious, judiciouſly 
(and no doubt piouſly) intent, who 
therefore cannot but by this their 
demeanour conciliate ſomewhat of 
Reverence to the pablick Attions,and 
keep up therein a face of Religion ; 
What thetz may we expect to find 
in the Strcets and places of common - 
congreſs for the ordinary buſineſs of 
Life, for dealing, buying, ſelling, and 
ſuch like Treaties? What in our 
Houſes , at our Tables and Enter- 


_ tainments 2 Whar ar Mectings de- 


ſigned meerly for Plcafure and Jol- 
lity 2 Alas! here not ſo mach as a 
face of Religion very often appears: 


. Bur on the contrary, Good God! 


what Swearing, Damning, moſt dif- 
[ > mal 
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mal and newly invented Execrati- 
ons, as if men were afraid they 
could not bring themſelves and o- 
thers to Hell ſgon enough? - Again, 
What Rioting, Exceſs of Drinking, 
what Chambering, Wantoneſs, glo- 
rying in Sin, making proviſion tor 
it? What trepanning Innocents into 
Sin, reproaching SanCtity, ſcoffin 
at all Religion and Religious? Theſ: 
things are too profly obſervable a- 
mongſt ſome; Amongſt others,what 
ſly Falfneſs, what fludied Diſlimula- 
tion, Malice, Treachery , Slanders 
and ( where Slanders will hardly 
ſtick) Calumnious cenſures and jea- 
lous ſuſpicions dropt > On moſt 
hands, God knows, here is ſo much 
denying the Power of Godlineſs, that 
ro good eyes there is little viſible, 
which will well paſs for a Form. 
* T have thus now viewed, and not 
unjuſtly repreſented the publick 
manners (tor much more might have 
been ſaid with truth) both in ſacred 
and common tranfattions : All being 
pur 
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ut together and weighed, and it 
being alfo conſidered, that without 
Reformation ( whatſoever God at 
preſent does for us., or however 
we may for the future flatrer our 
ſelves ) nothing bur publick Ran, 
or an overflowing Scourge , can be 
the end of theſe things ; I will pro- 
tels, that I cannot think any rea- 
ſonable perſon will judge cither my 


| Charge or Proof to have been too = 


ſevere. 

5. 7, But I will withal deſirc, 
that it may be remembred ( what 
has now been, not ſeldom, ſuggeſt- 


| ed) that the Deſign of theſe Papers 


is not fruitleſly to accuſe and brand 
the Age, much leſs to gratific a cen- 
forious or ill-naturd humour, 1n 1n- 
veighing at any thing unpleaſing to 


me therein, but only ro ſtir us all 


up to judge our ſelves, that we may 
not one day be judged and condemn- 
cd of the Lord; to awaken ſuch a- 
mongſt us who have a name that 


they live, but behold they are dead - 
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at leaſt to conrribure,or caſt in,theſe 
poor Mites which were in my hand 
towards the FHealing that Drowfie 
Evil our Nations labour under in 
the matter of Religion. And whereas 
in compliance with ſuch deſign there 
are but 7wo things (that I can think 
of ) remaining yet untouch'd, name- 
ly, fr/#,to repreſent how little fatis- 
faftory a Form of Godlineſs ſhould 
be to any one, and ſecondly, to pive 
ſome Advice for Advancing the 
Power of Godlineſs, the next Chapter 
ſhall treat touching &oth , for rhe 
further compleating the whole. 


AP. 
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CHAP. V. 
Endceryours for Redreſs. 


SeCt. 1. The Nature of a Form of 
Godlineſs confidered is a ſufficient 
Diſſuafrve from reſting in it. 
Sect. 2. Particular Conſiderations 
urged to diſſuade it. SeCt. 3. Di- 
reftions for Aſſerting Godlineſs in- 
to its Power in private perſons. 
Set. 4. Somewhat may be done as 
to the Publick. Set. 5. The Con- 
cles of 100 mans. 7 


( hs hot the Diſſuading men from 
reſting in,or ſatisfying them- 

ſelves with, a Form of Godlineſs, in 
matter of Religion , it men would 
bur be brought to think, little more 
need to be ſaid, than has been: 
Some things ſufficiently expoſe 
themſelves : meerly to have view- 
ed what a Form of Godlineſs is, a 
man would conceive to be a ſuffici- 
ent Diſſaafrve from reſting in it: I 
I 4 would 
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would defire therefore the Reader to 
recollect (or to peruſe again and ſeri. || 
ouſly conſider) what was difcourſed 
in the beginning touching this Sub- 
jet; that a Form of Godlineſs is} 
made up only of ſome empty Pre 
tence; and bold Claims, of fome {u- 
 perficial vainglorious and fa/lacious 
Prattices: Let him then think with 
himſelf whether he can force him 
ſelf to love or like a perſon of ſuch 
a Character as there repreſented: 
Is it amiable, to be a pretending 
Smatterer in Religious Knowledge? 
To profeſs, I belicve thoſe things to 
be my Felicity, which, I know, ] 
never concern my ſelf for > To pride 
my ſcit in falſe Giits 2 To ffrarn at 
Gnats and ſwallow” Camels? To talk 
of and make a ſtir about the true 
Church, when really I am of none, 
and perhaps live like an Heathen, if 
not worle? And ſo of the reſt. Cer: 
tainly a man that can but pet leave 
ot himſelf to zh7nk, will ſoon loath 
this Character , and himſelf if de- 
. ſerving 
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ſerving it. But the betterto enſure 
ſucceſs, we will- deſcend to ſome - 
more particular and, if poſſible,more 
effeQtual conſiderations. 

9. 2. And firſt, ler it be confider- 
cd, a Form of Godlineſs alters not a 
man one jot, as to his eſtate God- 
wards: It neither avails him to the 
juſtification of his perſon (that is,the 
Pardon of his Sins) nor to the Sax- 
fification or changing of his Heart; 
Behold the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that I will puniſh all them, which are 
circumciſed, with the uncircumciſed - 
and the reaſon is added:, for al the 
(circumciſed ) Houſe of lracl i an- 
circumciſed in the Heart. Jer. ix. 25, 
26. And theſe days undoubtedly are 
allalong the Goſpe//tate,under which 
Circumciſion availeth nothing nor ux- 
circumcifion , but the new Creature 
(Gal. vi. 15.) or Faith working by 
Love (chap.v. verſ.6.) which is plain- 
ly the Power of Godlineſs : A Form 
of Godlineſs then removes not the 
Guilt of Sin: Neither doth it pur, 

or 
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or work, in the man any real Say. 
ity or ſpiritual Excellency: A man 
may be , ina manner, as vitious 
as the Devil, the World and his 
own Luſts can make him, and yet 
for all that have a Form of Godli- 
eſs: They were fo in the place 
whence we had the Term (2 7im. 
ii. 2, Sc.) Lovers of themſelves, co- 
werous, proud, Blaſphemers, Traitors, 
Tc. yet, having a Form of Godlineſs. 
Now me thinks this is a dreadtul 
and wounding confideration, when 
a man ſhall deſcend into himſelf and 
ſce, I have-been thus and thus long 
a Profcilor of the Chriſtian Relip1- 
on, but I am as far from the Par- 
don of any one Sin through Chriſt, 
as I was the firſt day I knew or 
heard the Name of Chriſt; I am 
alſo ſtill a graceleſs wretch; I know 


- my felt thus and thus wicked, and 


devoid of all Chriſtian Virtue, which 
yet I have a long time Lypocriti- 
cally and impudently pretended to : 
Can any man, who has one grain 


of 
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of the Belief of a God, or even of 
common Ingenuiry, in him, content 

himſelf in ſuch an eſtate ? 
Secondly, As a Form of God!;i- 
neſs alters not a mans eſtate here, 
ſo neither will it operate to any f- 
ture Reward to him: Let a man 
rake never ſo much pains in the 
molt excellent Practices, which can 
accompliſh a meer Form of Godlineſs, 
and, after all, he may fir down and 
ſay with himſelf, Yerily 7 have my 
Reward : | have all the Heaven I 
am to look tor : Theſe were we 
know our Lords words (Matt. vi.) 
touching thoſe famous people we 
have heard ſo much above of. 
They gave Alms, they prayed, they 
faſted (all materially great good 
Works) and they took care the 
World ſhould know all theſe their 
Virtues, and that they might appear 
unto men; What now was their 
Reward 2 They did appear; men 
took notice of their Atts, and rhe 
ignorant penerality perhaps be- 
| lieyed 
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lieved the Actors to be pretious 
good men; Theſe perſons there- 
fore had their end, and here was 
their Heaven. Now 1s this an Hea- 
ven any man would be content 
with, would be thus put oft as to a 
furure happineſs 2 ſurely we would 
not. 
Thirdly, Whereas it is pretend- 
ed, and indced is a great Truth, 
thar there arc ſome caſes, wherein 
nothing can ſtand us in ſtcad, or ad- 
miniſter any comfort to us; bur Re- 
ligion ; I ſay, a Form of Godlineſs, in 
theſe caſes, will be fo tar trom at- 
fording any comfort, that contrari- 
wiſe the reflecting on it will prove 
the greateſt torment imaginable , 
and even the Beginning of Hell- 
pains: Theſe caſes we may conceive 
chiefly two; (1.) Any dreadful com- 
plication of outward calamities ; as 
when Eſtate, Health, nay even 
Friends, and thoſe of our very own 
flejh and blood, may fail us; as it 
was with poor Feb, ſiript of all. 
Now 


for Redreſs. I25 


Now what had he in that caſe to 
comfort him? Lord (Job. x. 7. ) 
Thou knoweſt that I am not wicked. 
And (chap. xxiii. 10, 11.) He hath 
tried me and I ſhall come forth as 
gold. My foot hath held his ſteps, 
his way have I not declined. Apain, 
Chap. xxvii. 6. My righteouſneſs 7 
hold faſt and will not let it go; my 
heart ſhall not reproach me as long as 
T live. Here was Godlineſs indeed 
in Power, and this was his comfort 
and ſupport. God Knows, ſaics he, 
and my heart knows, 1 am no hypocrite, 
or only outſide Saint. But will a 
Form of Godlineſs, ſhould a man fall 
iato ſuch caſe, and have need of re- 
fuge thereto, yield him any ſuch 
ſupport or ſolace? No certainly; 
rather quite contrary: Let one,who 
has it, be ſuppoſed in ſuch caſe to 
reflet upon ze, himſelf, and ſtate - 
His heart muſt needs tell him, I 
am all outſide; I have thus Jong 
profeit Religion, bur my buſineſs 


has ben all along only to keep all 
— fair 
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fair before men; before God and 
my own heart I have been ſtill an 
Hypocrite: And now my Wicked- 
efs has found me out, and the ven- 
oeance of God arreſted me for the 
tarisfaction of his abuſed Grace and 
Patiencc. A ſad reſult (God knows) 
of Religion. 

Burt ſuppoſe our way ſhould be 
more ſmooth, and we, through the 
main courſc of our lic, eſcape any 
fuch diſaſterous ſtare ; yer (z.) The 
Deathbed or dying hour will come, 
and both then and at Gods dread- 
tul Tribunal, nothing can ſupport 
us, bur the comforts ariſing / role 
pure Religion : Theſe indeed may ; 
as in the caſe of good FHezetzah, 
when he had received the meſſage 
of Dearth : Remember now O Lord, I 
befeech thee how, I have walked be- 
fore thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy fight. Wai. xxxviii. 3. And 
of bleſſed St. Paul: I am now ready 
to be offered up, and the time of my 
departure 
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departure is at hand. T have fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
I have kept the faith: Fenceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous Fudge ſhall gruve me at that 
day. 2 Tim. 1v. 6, 7,8. The anſwer 
of a good conſcience before God, and 


the profpett of an inſtant bleſſed fate - ** 


will /upport a man when his fleſh and 
ſtrength and life fail him: But will 
the reflexion on a Form of GodlineſS 
then ſtand a man in this ſtead? God 
knows, clean contrary : The forma] 
Chriſtians Conſcience will then tell 
him, Thou haſt been all thy days 
bur at beſt a guilded Hypocrice , 
and now awaits thee nothing, but a 
portion appointed amongſt Hypocrites, 
where ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing 
of teeth. Matth. xxiv. laſt. Thou 
haſt perhaps cheated men, and en- - 
deavoured to chear God, but thou 
haſt certainly and irremediably 
cheated thy ſelf, and now muſt go 
co that flaming Lake, where eter- 
nally 
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nally is to dwell whoſoever loveth 


and maketh a lie : {or but one con- 


tinued Lic indeed has all thy life 
and Religion been: Thus will the 
immortal Worm then begin to 
2naw, and fill the breſt with fire, 
which {hall never be quenched. 
Now lctall men duely conſider this 
beforchand, and think if a Religion 
whoſe returns or reſults upon our 
refuge thereto for comfort, will be 


ſuch as theſe, ought to be {: utisfacto- 


ry to them. 

Laſtly, Let it be laid to heart, 
how diſhonourable and vile, a meer 
Form of Godlineſs is, in point of Re- 
ligion, it conſidered under the cha- 
racter it juſtly admits. We read 
(2 Cor.xi.14.) Satan himſelf is trans- 
formed into an Angel of light : whence 
I may reaſonably argue, Can Sa- 
ran himſelf, if he were-to appear 
and converſe amongſt men, z7rans- 


form himſelf into an Angel of light,that 


15, appear as pure as a blictied holy 
Angel? then certainly could he out- 


do 
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do, in a Form of Godlineſs, the ex- 
| adte(t PraCtiſt ever engaged therein: 
Now would a perſon that calls him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian,content himſelf with 
ſuch a Religion, as good an one as 
which, or perhaps much a better (as 
far as the' Devil is more expert in 
the Arts of Hypocriſie) Satan him- 
ſelf could have at pleaſure, if he 
were to be-incarnate ? In the name 
of God then, let each mans Soul 
abhor to: reſt in, or ſatisfie himſelf 
with, a meer Form of Godlineſs, in- 
aſmuch as: . the moſt accompliſht 
_— 15 no better. 

$. 3. We will now ſuppoſe all; 
whoſe Conſciences tell them they 


are guilty herein, really ro dread; 


cither being found ar laſt, or at pre- 
ſent continuing, ſuch. It therefore 
now only-remains to conſider, How 
Godlineſs :may be aſſerted into its 
Power over.our Lives and Hearts, 
or What Diredions my 'be ym to 
this A 
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- And the Methcd or ſeveral Gra- 
dations, by which Godlineſs obtains 
ſuch power, having been above fo 
largely and plainly ſtared , whoſo- 
ever will refle&t thereon and pro 
ceed thereby, cannot be much to 
feek in this behalf. Yet leſt any 


ſhould think that diſcourſe to con- 


tain only too general matter of Di- 
re&tion, and not ſuiting or anſwer- 
ing ſufficiently their ſpiritual needs, 
I ſhall, with regard to cach of thoſe 
ſeveral ſteps, in which we above in- 
ſiſted, fer down ſuch particular Ad: 
viſes, as I hope may reach the caſe 
of the meaneſt of thoſe who are re- 
| ally defirous Godlinefs may have its 
power over them. | | 
It was faid then, The Firft ſtep 


to the Power of Godlineſs, 'is a Due ' 
nyder/tanding of the Doftrines of 


Chriſtian Faith, and Laws of Chri- 
ſtan life : ſuch underſtanding there- 
fore muſt be cndeavoured by. the 
meeteſt means: God, we know, has 
for this purpoſe appointed the /z- 


niftry 
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viſtry of his Word: to this therefore 
we muſt conſtantly and conſcienti- 
ouſly attend, and that with teach- 
able and humble hearts, As new 
born babes defiring the fincere milk 
thereof that we may grow thereby. 
x Per. ii. 2. Beſides this, ſome parti- 
cular perſons may haply have other 
private advantages, namely, pious 
and intelligent Friends, good Books, 
and what elſe is of like nature; all 
which (ſo as not to withdraw from, 
or underyalue , the publick mini- 
{tration of the Word (the primary 
means by God appointed) we are, 
according as we have them) dili- 
=_ y to make uſe of, till we have 

rniſht our ſelves with a compe- 


{tent ſtock of Chriſtian Kknowleage. 


Only it is to be remembred here, 
endleſs reading and voluminous ftudy 
in this caſe is not neceſſary : There 
iS a wide difference betwixt ſtudy- 
ing Chriftzanity and ſtudying Drvs- 
nity : berwixt treaſuring up know- 


| {edge enough to fave my own Soul, 


K 2 and 
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and beſides that , furniſhing my || ut 
ſelf with ſuch a meaſure, as may 
ſuffice both furcher to adorn mine} 11 
own, and conduct mahy others: | & 
They, who are concerhed to be on-fſ #4 
ly ſincere and honeſt Chriſtians,will 0N 
do well to content themſelves with wi 
the certain, plain, and\ undoubredſ /# 
points of Chriſtianity; conteined infÞ 
our Creed and the other common ha 
grounds of | Catechetical Dodtrine,ſ ic 
which are neither exceeding nume ſel 
rous, nor (as they. are, and ought ot 
to be common'y explained) very (cl 
difficult ; being both deſigned and} 45 
fitted by God for plain men , and} !tai 
at firſt preached by ſuch. We knoy ſper 
whoſe CharaQter it is to- be Everf Th 
tearning and. never able to come ti 
the knowledge of the truth. 2 Ti 
iti. 7. ' And we may obſerve, when 
perſons: of ordinary 'education and 
condition graſp at more: than at 
utual and plain ſtock of 'knowled 
they-areioftner confounded: and's 
mulſed into 'whimſies than::built uj 
hott, | un 
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unto Holineſs and Salvation. The 
clearing therefore to themſelves 
true and plain notions. of the Do- 
Qrine, of Chriſtian Faith and max- 
ers, by ſuch means as theſe menti- 
oned, muſt be their fir/# endeavoar 
who would ſet up the Power of God- 
lineſs in their Souls. We 
Secondly, (Proportionably to what 
has been above laid down) Their 
next care mult be, to root in them- 
ſelves a deep and cordial perſwa/ton 
of the trxth of the Chriſtian Faith 
(cipecially in ſuch main points firſt, 
as thoſe before, under this head, in- 
ſtanced in) and fo of the moſt znd;- 


= /en/able obligation of its Precepts. 


This, as it is the moſt difficult, fo 
moſt neceſſary part of the whole 
work; and therefore requires our 
greateſt Labour, Thought, and Aſii- 
duity: And for the effeCting hereof, 
as in the other following points, ſo 
in this, there will be ſome DireCti- 
ons Peculiar, others Common to this 
with the reſt enſuing : The Com- 

| K 3 mon 
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mon ones will come moſt fitly, in 
the cloſe of the Direftory part: As 
to what is more peculiar then here 
(x.) We muſt endeavour to Zreaſure 
Y in our Memory (or, if we are able, 

or help of our memory, in writing) 
the weightieſt and molt preſſing ar: 

uments We meet with in our courſe 
of Attending the Miniſtry of the 


Word, or which we can find out by 


reading or other enquiry, touching 
the Exiſtence (or real Being ) 
God, of the Unſeex World, and of 
the Life ts come: of which points, 
if the heart be once truly perſwad- 
ed, all other grand Neceſſaries wil 
eaſily follow. To come as cloſely 
home as may be: Let me conſider 
with my ſelf, Have I at any time 
heard any thing urged, to prove 
God is a moſt real Being, Religion « 
moſt ſerious matter , co World to 
come of the greateſt importance any 
thing poſſible can be of, Gc. Have 
I, I fay, at any time heard any thing 
urged to prove theſe or the like 
points 
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points, which-has made any impreſ- 
fion on my mind? If I have, let 
me recollect that, and ſeriouſly re- 
flet upon it, and in the end trea- 
ſure it up in my memory, as a 
molt pretious Jewel: It I have not, 
let me enquire by all means I can, 
and not reſt till ] have found ſome 
ſuch Evidences as may fix the be- 
lief of theſe principles in my Soul: 
I ſhall , upon enquiry , find ſome 
proofs hereof there are Within me, 
which I ever carry about with me, 
and cannot be rid of; Others W:#th- 
out me. Within; The Dictates and 


. ſenſe of my own Mind and Conſci- 


ence, whenſoeverT am ſerious, and 
intently thinking on theſe things, 
importunately inculcates tome they 
are truths: I find I cannot but fear 
a God, or unſeen Power, and be 
apprehenſive of a Future Eſtate: I 
cannot judge that I came into this 
World to be afer Death equal to an 
Hog, or to the Beaſt that periſheth: 
Whether I will or no, my. mind 
K 4 does 
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does upbraid me with ſome aCtions 
of mine and call them vile to my 
face, others it commends and is 
pleaſed with reflexions upon: A 
difference it does pur betwijxt'Good 
and Evil: Theſe and other atteſta- 
tions to Religion I may meet with 
from my own breſt. From without; 
This glorious Fabrick of Heaven 
and Earth (which muſt as ſurely 
have a Maker, as the Houſe I dwell 
in had a Builder) The courſe of Na- 
ture .(and Providence) which I can- 
not force my ſelf to believe goes all 
by chance. (For I ſee much meaner 
things; none of which go fo) with 
civerſc other points but moderate] 

attended to and conſidered, will 
lead me to acknowledge the Eter- 
»al Power and Godhead. T muſt not 
here digreſs upon this copious ſub- 
ject; Only one thing I may not o- 
mit: A particular recolleftion and 
obſervation of Gods Providences to 
our. ſelves: 7». perſon, through the 
whole courſe of our livcs, oy \Ve 
"aye 
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have been endangered, and how re- 
ſeued and preſerved, how all along 
ſuſtained, how ſometimes our fu 
hath foxnd us out, at other timcs 
how our Prayers have been anſwered, 
and our Obedience been owned and 
rewarded ; the particular reflexion, 
I ſay,on theſe, and other like points, 
iS a cogent and very moving Proof 
( ad hominem ar leaft) to imprint in 
us the belief of the Being of a God, 
and that he does govern and will 
judg the World : Whoſe is wiſe and 
will obſerve theſe things, even they 
ſhall underſtand the Ioving kindneſs 
of the Lord. Pfal. cxi. q3. I may 
confidently avow, that, as there is 
no man Who lives in the fear of 
God, but is much in the obſeryati- 
on and mind{u{recolleftion of Gods 
dealings with him, ſo ir can hardly 
come to paſs, that any man can ſlu- 
dy his own outward condition, 
courſe or fortunes (as we ſpeak ) 
from: his Cradle to his mature age) 
bur he ſhalt 'find thereby, ſtrongly, 
kd raiſed 
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raiſed in his 5oul, a ſenſe and per- 
ſwation of the Being. Rewer Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom, Fuftice and Holineſs of God : 
T night not therefore forbear to 
touch upon this point, 

' 2.) Such proofs being thus zrea- 
ſured up, let them be frequently me- 
ditated upon, at leaſt, as often as may 
be, called to mind; and eſpecially 
ſuch of them, which have at any time 
more conſiderably afteted us: On 
ſuch let our Thoughts more dura- 
bly dwell ; let us improve the im- 
preſſion and do what we can by fre- 
quent and intent thought to ſettle 
it indeleble, or ordinarily recurrent, 
(ever running) in our mind. 

(3-) For the better eſtabliſhing in 
our Souls an hearty belief of the 
principles of Godlineſs, it will be ve- 
ry nceſſary , that we forthwith a- 
bandon, and in our practice eſchew, 
whatſoever we know or ſo much as 
reaſonably ſuſpe&, to be ſinful. 
For the. allowing our ſelves in any 
ſuch things makes it ſeem our inre- 
tereſt 
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tereſt that Religion ſhould be falſe ; 
and then, as if in our own defenſe, 
we ſhall be inclined to believe ſo,or, 
which is much the ſame, wiſh it were. 

Laſtly, Where ſuch perſwading 
the heart of the principles of God- 
lineſs is deſigned, No Doub?, at any 
time ariſing in the heart, muſt be en- 
dured any longer, than till the firſt 
opportunity we can find of fatisfa- 
tion: And if we cannot by 7hought, 
Reading , Prayer , or ordinary Con- 
verſe, farisfie our ſelves, let us ſpee- 
dily repair to ſuch Spiritual Gaides, 
as may ſuccour us : The neglect of 
hereof, in other caſes as well as this, 
within our Church, is a very great 
fault, and much prejudices the Pow- 
er of Godlineſi amongſt us. Other 
more common Dzre(tons, uſeful in- 
deed in this point, yet no leſs fo in 
thoſe orhers following, will be fug- 
geſted in their place. And thus far 
briefly, as to thar moſt important 
concern towards Godlineſs, of the 
eſtabliſhing the Belief of its Princt- 
ples in the heart. It 
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Ic was faid above, in the third 
place, That both ſuch Knowledge and 
ſach Perſuafron, as deſcribed, might 
be frequently of little Power to Godli- 
eſs or an holy Pradtice, unleſs the 
Mind, in the particulars of life, be 
kept attentive to both: Correſpon: 
dentiy then herewith, all means, 
which in Chriſtian prudence we can 
find out, mult be «ſed to keep alive 
in the Mind a ſenſe of theſe Princt- 
ples, or (which is the ſame in other 
words) to keep Conſctence , in the 
particular conduct of our actions, 
attent zo them. And I can think 
of nothing more proper hereto, 
than the fr requent.awakening in our. 
Souls the thoughts of them. (1.)By 
a conſtant Obſervation of the due re: 

turns of our more ſolemn Devotions - 
Omit none of the {ſtated 7mes of 
Prayer, nor any of the main parts 
of which thy Devotions ought. to 
confiſt : Particularly, I do and muſt 
ſuppoſe, thar our daily ſolemn De- 
votions., as one main ( integrant) 
\ Pars 
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part of them, do contain an Exami- 
ation of Conſcience touching our /ate 
paſt ations, and touching the very 
es flate and temper of our mind: 
Ali I would have, in its ſeaſon , 
on no accounts whatſoever, omitted 
by him who wouid keep or have 
his Heart under the Power of Godl:- 
neſs : And moſt cfpecially, let care 
be taken, the Hears 1lill be engaged 
in Prayer s We thould never Col 
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be ftw without words, yet 
they muſt never conſiſt of; them a- 
lone: And the engaging the Heart 
in Prayer will ſtamp ſuch a conſi- 
derative; ſtate upon it , ,as will be 
ſure to laſt ſome time aſter. ; (2.) By 
frequent Elapſes of the Soul towards 
God in an ejaculatory way. _ This 
kind of Prayer a' man may be ar, 
without others obſeryation. or: inter- 
niption ro himſelf, in the- midſt of 
Buſineſs, or-in_. the midſt ,.of Com- 


pany. 
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pany; And it is of ſingular uſe to 
keep alive a ſenſe of God and our 
Duty in the Heart: and that both 
by Impetrating or deriving upon 
us the Afliſtances of his Grace , 
and even by diſpoſing or ſometimes 
determining our minds to that 
which ſhould be their conſtant 
benr. | 

I will only add hereto, that they, 
who will be godly in good carneſt, 
muſt exerciſe themſelves to /et a 
bound to their defires of this world: 
They muſt learn to know when 
they have enough; and finding them- 
ſelves ſufficiently provided for their 
own and theirs paſſing honeſtly and 
decently through this world, they 
ought to look upon it as every way 
their Intereſt to put an end to their 
ſolicitude of getting or amaſſing up 
more Wealth: Our Baptiſmal Yow, 
one ſhould think, ought to be re- 
puted obligatory to us all, for ſo 
much renouncing the world as this 
comes to: And the primitive Chri- 
{tians, 
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ſtians, - we cannot but be ſenſible, 
did much more; 7hey left all, they 
gave over not only ge:ting but poſ- 
ſeſing. Now the plain & imme- 
diate conſequent hereof would be, 
that a vaſt part of our worldly bu- 
ſineſs would ceaſe, our minds would 
be diſcharged of a great deal of that 

care and thoughtfulneſs about mary 
things, which night and day both 
puts and keeps Heaven, our Duty 
and the concernments of our Souls 
far from us: We ſhould be yacant 
to a ſerious godly temper , and to 
conſider before we act ; in a word, 
we ſhould be at leiſure to be conſci- 
entiouſly holy. And they who will 
not be perſuaded hereto, let them 
conſider , how ' they will acquit 
themſelves of that Guilt our Lord 
has warn'd us of, in choaking the 
good Seed with Cares and Riches and 
the Pleaſures of this life ( Luk. viit. 
14;) together with the /u/?s of other 
things as St. Mark adds? (Mark iv. 
I9.) Tis certain, we cannot ſerve 
BS zwo 
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two Maſters, God and Manmon ; and 
it were well if ſome men did not 
£0 about to divide themſelves be- 
twixt more : but ſuch-mehs Religj- 
on 1s in vain: Indeed men neyer 
can be religious, as long as daily 
and hourly, they are intent on this 
world : Such groveling temper de: 
bauches Conſcience , expectorates 
or baniſhes out of the mind all due 
attention and conſideration of reli- 
g1ous Principles. ft 

Laſlily, in compliance with what 
was ſaid aboye touching Endeavors 
to habituate our ſelves to conſtant 
conformity ' to the Chriſtian Law, 
all care muſt be uſed to quickexs our 
ſelves to ſuch Endeavors. To this 
purpoſe it will be very uſeful to be 
much and frequentinſuch Thoughts 
as theſe. 

I. 'T hat, in Gods account, incon- 
ſtant or partial Obedience is no Obe: 
dience. Whoſoever fhall keep the 
whole Law, and yet. offend (allowing 


or 


a , 
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For he who ſaid, Do not commit A- 


dultery, ſaid alſo, Do not kill. Jam.1i. 
10,1. In whatſoever we knowing- 
ly neglect or violate our Duty, we 
caſt off the Fear of God, and break 
all chat is ſacred in our obligations 


| ro him: Therefore he never eſteems 
| he has our Hearts, except he have 


them wholly : and though he does 


| gratiouſly overlook our Infirmities 


and Slips, yet when at any critical 


| ſeaſons or in any particular inſtan- 


ccs we indulge our ſelves in depart- 
ing from Him and our Duty, this 
is fo direCt a preferring (for that 
time) others before him, at leaſt fo 


mature a bringing, in to our Hearts ' 


and Servicegcompetitors with him, 
that he will never endure it. /f ay 
man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no 
pleaſure in him, (Hebr. x. 38.) is the 
Sentence in caſe the of habitual and 
perſiſting Partiality. Let ir be fur- 
ther conſidered, 
2.. That all former ſtudy and pains 
to gain Anowledge, ro bring the 
x4 L Heart 
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Heart to Belzef and Attention, is 
bur /offt labour; nay theſe very ac- 
compliſhments themſelves, ſuppoſe 
they were attain'd, are but frivo- 
lous, without this conſtant and uni- 
jorm endeavor of Obedience. *Tis 
this alone which can break off the 
old courſe and cuſtom of ſin, diſen- 
gage us of ours Chains, make Ho- 
lineſs both eaſie and pleafant, ad- 
miniſter matter of Comfort to us 
in our refleCtions on our ſelves, and 
in a word, avail us when we come 
upon our great account at Gods 


Tribunal. The beſt undoubtedly 


have had many falls, but if a mans 
Conſcience can ſay, 7 bave honeft- 
ly endeavoured in all I knew, zo 
walk uprightly before God, though 
in many things I have failed, this 
anſwer of a good Conſcience, through 
all the particulars ſuggeſted , here 
and hercafter , will, through the 
Bloud of Chriſt, eaſe and ſupport 
me, and nothing without this 
will 


3. Nay 
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, Nay the former accompliſh- 
ments of Knowledge, Belief, Atren- 
tion to our Duty, will, without this, 
10t only be unavailable to our Be- 
nefir, but moſt dreadfully operate to 
"ur greater Guilt and Wo, they will 


| render our Sins out of meaſure ſin- 


{ul : For what can more inhance or 
heighten mens Crimes, than that 
notwithſtanding their Knowledge, 
Belief and aQual thought both of 


{ their Chriſtian Duty and Obligati- 


Ons, they have ordinarily allowed 
themſelves in unchriſtian praCtices? 
For Sinners of ſuch a rate as this , 
if for any, is reſerved certainly the 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs, and Judgment 
without Mercy. 

But it is to be hoped, theſe and 
other like conſiderations, if much 
in our minds, may quicken us to an 
impartial exdeavoxr, of conforming 
all our A&tions to the Chriſtian 
Law : And ſuch endeavour, main- 
tained and perliſted in, will no 
doubt through Divine Grace ſucced 

E 2 and 
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and take effect : Frequent acts of 
all Chriſtian Virtues will be exerted, 
many good Works done, the Habir 
of a new Life attained, and Hol: 
neſs become natural to us: That 
bleſſed remper allo of habitual Seri- 
ouinelſs, Tenderneſs, and Heavenli- 
neſs, will ſoon follow in courſe, and 
ſo Godlineſs will both obtain and 
hold its due Power. 

Eſpecially, if to the Practice of 


theſe more particu/ar Directions we | 


add a conftant, devout and wiſe Tſe 
of thoſe general means which God 
ath appointed, as well for the im- 
planting as growth of Grace in our 
Hearts. Thoſe means are \vell 
known to be Prayer, the Miniftry of 
the Word, and Sacraments, to which 
we muſt join Med;tation : All theſe, 
I faid, we mult uſe (r.) Conſtantly, 
that is without omiſſion or neglect 
of them in their due ſeaſon. (2. ) De- 
vontly , always endeavouring to 
come to them with due temper , 
and then engaging our Hearts in 
them. 


a Sac  comra® .  . a 


them. And (3.) Wiſely, remem- 
bering our Chriſtian wants and ap» 
plying theſe as the cutward means 
which God has pur in our power, 
and whereby he has commanded 
us to addreſs our ſelves to him for 
all Grace and Aids we can want. 
But ir may not be amiſs to touch 
in a word or two upon each parti- 
cularly, 

Firit, As to Prayer, both publick 
and private : As we would either 
bring or keep our Hearts under the 
Power of Godlineſs, let none of the 
ſtated opportunities of it be negle- 
ted : And when we come there- 
to, let us before we open our 
Mouths , ſet God before the Eyes 
of our Soul, as then more eſpeci- 
ally preſent, and take care we feek 
to him with our Souls and all that 
1s within us: Now to the end we 
may manage this ſpiritual help and 
office wiſely, let us ( becauſe we 
apply it at preſent as a way or 
means to the Power of Godlineſs ) 

L 3 let 
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ſet us, I fay, remember in what of 


the particulars, ſo often mention- 
ed, we arc deficient, or whether 
not in all : Do we want XAnowledge 
of what we are to believe or do, in 
order to Salyation ? Let us earneſt- 
ly ſupplicate ro God, that he will 
inlighten our minds, ſtrengthen our 
powers, aſliſt and bleſs our endca- 
vours after the Anowledg of the Flo- 
ly. He giveth Wiſdom liberally to 
all who ack, and upbraideth none, Jam. 
L 5. Do we know cnough , but 
find it difficult to believe Faith 1; 
the Gift of God : Let us beſeech him, 
he will both furniſh us with more 
preſſing Evidences of his Truth 
(than haply are yer to come to 
our knowledge) and more deeply 
affe&t our Hearts with thoſe we 
have, that being truly periuaded in 
our Whole Chriſtianity, our Faith 
may never fail. Do we want ar- 
tentive and heedful Minds> Let us 
beg of him, that he will both ſer 
__ keep his Law ever before us, 
ang 
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ind write it in the Tables of our 
Hearts. Do we want Dzligence, Re- 


ſolution and Chriſtian Srexgth for 


cndeavouring to do what we ſee 
and believe we arc obliged to ? Let 
us beſeech our heavenly Father to 
quicken us, by the Fear and Love 
of himſelf, and to enable us by his 
Power from above, that we may 
walk before him with a perfect 
Heart, having reſpect unto all his 
Commandments. Finally, do we 
want the Chriſtian temper above 
deſcribed ? Seeing it is God, who 
rurneth as he pleaſes, and faſhion- 
eth the Heart of man within him, 
let us never forger daily ro impor- 
tune him that he would both create 
and eflabliſh in us a right Spirit, 
even ſuch which may be according 


'to his own Heart. Thus uſed, we 


ſhall certainly find Prayer a moſt ad- 
mirable and efteCtual mweays to the 
tetting up and maintaining the Pow- 
er of Godlineſs in our Souls. 

2, Of the Miniſtry of the Word,l 


4 have 
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have alrcady ſpoken, in part, and 
aS it iS a means of Knowledpe and. 
Faith particularly. 'The conſtant , 
devout, and diſcreet attendance 
thereon will alſo certainly mightily 
operate to a confiderative heedful 
ſlate of mind, to honeſt reſolutions 
and Endeavorrs of Integrity or walk- 
ing in all good Conſcience before 
God, and in a word, to the dxc 
Chriſtian temper. Hereot the CXIX. 
Plalm is, in a manner throughout, 
an ample proof. And, | 

3. No leſs muſt I fay of the Sa- 
cramexts. Refietting upon our own 
Baptiſmal Yow, when we are preſent 
at the Baptiſm of others, and fre- 
quent renewing it at the Lords Table, 
asS it leads us to a morc ſtrict, fo- 
lemn and mature examination of 
our ſelves, fo certainly above all o- 
ther means ſtrengthens the /»tere/? 
of Godlineſs in our Hearts : I may 
confidently ſay , one preat reaſon 
of the Chriſtian multitudes nor liv- 
ing in better Conſcience towards 
| God, 
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God, is their having been accuſtom- 
ed to ſo much negle&t of the Lords 
Supper : The Bloud of Chriſt would 
both warm and aw mens Hearts. 

4. But we cannot always pray, 
hear or communicate ; think or med;- 
tate we may oftener : And: this 
ought to go in conjunction general- 
ly with all thoſe other Duties : A 
man never prays as he ſhould , ex- 
cept he ſpend ſome thoughts beforc- 
hand in examining his es: 
the ſame may I ſay much more of 
receiving the Lord's Supper; this un- 
doubtedly requires more thoughts 
foregoing: And very little will be 
our Bencfit by hearing except aſter- 
wards we recolle&t and by ſome 
Meditation endeavour to fix upon 
our Spirits what we have heard moſt 
rouching our own condition: I ma 
not ſtand here to diſcourſe, that 
Meditation .is either occafronal or 
ſelema : Both of them certainly 
in their ſeaſon ought to exerciſe eve- 
ry Chriſtian as he is able to emplo 
himſelf 


154 Endeavour; 


himſelf therein : But occaſional and 
tranſient thought as we may be 
oftner at (walking, travelling, buſi. 
ed about outward affairs in thc 
| world) ſo it will concern us more 
frequently to apply as a means to 
quicken the Power of Godlineſs in 
our Hearts. We know who makes 
it a part of the godly mans Cha- 
rater (as it is indeed his great pre- 
ſervative againſt both the Counſel: 
of the ungodly and the Way of finners ) 
that he meditates in the Law of the 
Lord day and night : It was accor- 
dingly very much Davids own pra- 
Ctice, as we may obſerve through 
the whole Book of Pſalms; many 
of which were certainly compoſed 
(in part or in whole) by him upon 
his Bed by night, as well as others 
by day : And it were very well it 
more of the waking part of our re- 
poſe were ſpent in communing with 
our own Hearts and God upon our 
Bed : Then generally, we are or 
may be i and free from outward 
diſturban- 


for Reareſs. I55 


diſturbances : But as men that are 
wiſe in this Generation, employ and 
catch all ſeaſons of petting, ſo ſhould 
thoſe who are or would be Chil- 
dren of Light, all opportunities for 
holy thought, as being ſingularly 
ſerviceable to the Power of Godli- 
neſs. And thus as to the private 
Direftory part, both particular and 
general. 

s. 4. Something may be done as 
tro the Publick (and for propagating 
che Power of Godlinefs in others, 
by Magiſtrates, Minifters, Parents, ot 
Heads of Families. Firſt, 4/ theſe 
forts of men might happily 97 in 
promoting the due Obſervation of 
the Lords day : Magiſtrates inawing 
and driving Idlers, or fuch whoſe 
Devotion leads them not, to Church, 
Morning and Evening ; Minifers, 
in being diligent and zealous in the 
diſcharpe of their Duty, diſcreetly 
ſuiting both their Sermons and Ca- 
rechiſings to this end of affecting 
mens Hearrs with the Power of 
wE Godlineſs, 


——_— © = v0 I > 
”- —— ——  — 


156 Endeavours 


Godlineſs, and as they ſee fit, com- 
plying with ſuch methods as thoſe 
above propounded thereto; Parents 
and Maſters of Families, in being 
aiding and aſſiſtant to the Magj- 
ſtrare and Miniſter, in ſecing their 
Children and Servants duely and 
orderly frequent the Church, come, - 
as required, to Catechiſm or the Sa- 
crament; or, in caſe they do nor, 
firſt warning, reproving and, as need 
requires,threatning them, but where 
this is in vain, calling in the Magi- 
ſtrates help to puniſh ſuch Offen- 
ders. If this courſe do not ſuit all 
places, by reaſon of the thinneſs of 
Magiſtrates in leſſer Pariſhes, the 
Miniſters and Churchwardens con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of their Duty 
in giving warning to the negligent, 
thar if they reform nor, they muſt 
preſent them to the Ordirary{ which 
would ſuddenly redreſs (what ſome 
ſo much complain of) the want of 
Diſcipline in our Church,) and in 
caſe they do not reform, actually 
preſenting 
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preſenting them, would undoubted- 


ly much contribute to the reme- 
dying the publick evils we tax : For 
by theſe means all forts of perſons 
would be brought to the publick 
means of Grace, Anowledg would be 
encreaſed and thereby the Power of 
Godlineſs would infinuate it ſeit in- 
to the Hearts of a multitude who 
live now as without God in the 
world. Thus as to what theſe Or:- 
ders of mcn may do jointly. 
Severally alſo, no little advance, 
in this deſign, may each of theſe in 


their places make. I will ſuppoſe I 


need not tell the Miniſters what 
they may do, as well by a diſcreer 
and conſcientious diligence in their 
Duty generally,as eſpecially (1.)By 
conſcientious Catechjfing the young, 
openly in the Church (as required 
by Law) and ſo in the hearing of 
the aged. (Under the name of Ca- 
rechiſing I comprehend the practi-- 
cal explaining, and applying to the 
capacities of the meaneſt, the Prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of Chriſtian Religion, out of, 
and according to. the Catechiſm.) 
(2.) By private Vifits and Admo- 
nitions. (3.) In taking care, all of 
their own Family be reſpectively 
examples to others. 

And as to Parents and Maſters of 
Families. (1.) The ſetting up and 
maintaining the daily Worſhip of God 
in the Pamily, as it would otherwiſe 
derive a Bleſſing upon the Family, 
ſo it would certainly by deprees im- 
print a Reverence and Senſe of Re- 
ligion on the minds, even of the | 
youngeſt, as they grow up. (2.) The 
taking care not only that all who 
are young , but all who are igno- 
rant, learn their Catechiſm,the keep 
ing them ſome part of the Lordsday 
and preat Feſtivals (out of Church- 
time) in reading the Bible or other . 
good Books, or elſe in attending to 
ſuch as can read, and, if poſſible, the 
taking account of their Behaviour, 
Attention or Proficiency at Church, 
would be more beneficial in _ 

al 
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half chan eaſily imaginable. A very 
deplorable thing it is that a Family 
ſhould have nothing of religious Ot- 
fices amongſt them, but only what 
they have in common with the reſt 
of the Pariſh, one hour or twoin a 
week, at Church: yet God knows 
how many thouſand Families there 
are amongſt us that have not; and 
chis no doubt is one reaſon why the 
Power of Godlineſs thrives no better. 
[ have thus briefly and familiarly ſer 
down what I think fit to fay here, as 
co thoſe obvious methods by w*h the 
Power of Godlineſs may bepromoted_ 
publickly or amongſt the multitude. 
SF 5. But publick or Ecclefraſtico-po- 
litical methods were not the deſlignof 
cheſePapers,which,as is plain by their 
Contents, were calculated for mens 
privatc ſelyes, to be an help where- 
by each man might be able to ſce 
whether he has any _ of real 
Religion in himſelf, and it he have 
not, how he might arrive therear. 
And this certainly - is one of the 
moſt 
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moſt likely and incomparably the 
beſt way to the Reformation of rhe 
Chriſtian world, thar each ſhould a- 
mend one,namiely himſelf. For when 


many particular perſons have done 


that (all virtue being diffafive, and 


| Religion, which is the greateſt, moſt 


ſo) their own Hearts will naturally 


prompt them by all ſober means to 


inftill into all within their ſphere 
that ſpiritual ſenſe and lite they feel 
in themſelyes: There will be leſs 
Pragmaticalneſs, Pride, Oſtentation, 
Calumny and ill Nature in the 


world ; more of real Seriouſneſs , 


Peaccableneſs , Humility , Charity 
and conſcientious exerciſing our 
ſelves to good works:. that is to 


fay, .the true Power of Godlineſs 


will more prevail. And the Good 
God make this plain hearty Dit- 
courſe in ſome meaſure cfteAtual to 
to the bleſſed end it pretends, and 
m_ cordially by its Author defign'd 
or! | 
AMEN. 


I 


I6r 


Some ADpvice to luch as 
own the Power of Godlineſs, ſub- 
joyned to the foregoing D:ſconrſe, 
about — 


$ 1.Spiritual Wickedueſſes. 5 2.0ften- 
tation. 9 3.(Tet) Keeping a Decorum. 
s 4. Murmuring. 9 5. Fears and 
Fealoufies. 9 6. Bufie-bodies. $7. 
Giving Offence. 5 8. Uncharitable 
Opinionativeneſs. 9 9. Charitable 

 catholick Comprehenſion. 


Aving look'd over the fore- 

3—j going Papers, though I find 
many defects therein( which 
my deſign of Brevity permitted not 
to ſupply); yet there is oxe of ſuch 
& importance, that I judged I could 
not difcharge that Faith which IT 
ow to the Age, if I ſhould wholly 
| let it paſs; or be ſilent in a caſe, 
in which I have hete fo fair an oc- 
caſion to ſpeak, and in which it is 
| fo needful ſomebody ſhould ſpeak : 


The caſe is this ; There are preat 
M numbers - 
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numbers amongſt us who pretend I 


or own themſelves (and undoubt- 
edly many of them arc) a&ed, for 
the main, by the Power of Godlineſs; 
who yet by divers imprudent and 
Inconſiſtent Practices , to fay no 
worſe, much diſgrace it; ro whom 
therefore it is high time ( as the 
world goes) that ſome very parti- 
cular Advices and Admonitions (ad 
homines ) ſhould be given; which 
Office, though I am ſenſible my 
ſelf ro be very inſufficient for, yet 
naving taken upon me to ſpeak fo 
roundly hitherto, I will deſire the 
following Supplement may be ta- 
ken as proceeding from the ſame 


well-meaning with the reſt of theſe 


Papers. 

S Firſt,then, Iearneſtly conjure all 
who pretend to the Power of Godl;:- 
eſs, to be with all good Conſcience, 
as before God, careful that while 
they profeſs, and live in, an ab- 
horrence of morc groſs and ſcanda- 
lous ſins , they dq not allow them- 
ſelves 


| ſelves in ſpiritual Wickedneſfes. 


Groſs and ſcandalous Sins T call Pro- 
faneneſs, Perjurys,Treaſons, Oppreſſions, 
Difhonefty or Injuſtice, Uncleanneſs, 
Drunkenx:ſs and the like: Spiritual 
Wickedaeſſes T reckon ſecret Pride, 
Cenſoriouſneſs, Peeviſhneſs, Revenge- 
fulneſs, habitual Diſcontent, Partia- 
lity, Diſſemblings, Falſeneſs, and fach 
other roo frequent evils: Divers 
of this later ſort, men, otherwiſe 
very ſtrict in their Lives, are apt 
to overlook, and it is well it they 
do not allow, art leaſt tolerate and 
judge tolerable in themſelyes. But 
let all ſeriouſly conſider , the God, 
with whom we have to do, is Zhe 
Searcher of Hearts , and requireth 
Truth in the inward parts : He will 
no more endure a conceited, puff'd 
up, waſpiſh and uncharitable Soul, 
than he does approve the PraCtices 
of the moſt profligate and debauch- 
ed wretch. Ir is the Preeminence of 
Chriſttanity, above all other Religi- 
ons and Diſciplines, to- purge the 

M 2 Heart, 
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Heart, to induce a ſweet, eafie and 
humble Temper : ſuch Spirit is a- 
miable before Gad and man ; ſuch 
we are ſtrictly obliged to, as we 
would be bleſſed or like our Ma- 
ſter; and, ſuppoſing we profeſs the 
Chriſtian Faith ( as we do) we 
ſhame the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ex- 
poſe the Power of Godlineſs, it we 
wear not ſuch. 

$2. Letall ( eſpecially thoſe of 
the CharaCter I ſpeak to) beware of 
O/tentation or any thing that favors 
of Vain glory. Let them ſpeak or 
do nothing with deſign, or any ap- 
pearance of defign, to he ſeen of 
men, or to get themſelves the re- 
pute and notice of the world , as 
being more godly than their Chri- 


ſtian Brethren : It a generally-holy, 


harmleſs and devout Life gain them 
ſuch repute,if the ſhadow,ot its own 
accord, follow Virtue, ſo be it ; let 
them go on as not regarding it, or 
looking back thereon : Surely, ler 


'emnotbya commonly-affeRed w_ 
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of Diſcourſe, by any ſtrained Car- 
riage, Deportment, Look, Garb, or 
other like Singularity , give the 
world occaſion to think, they deſire 
to be cryed up for the Godly men 
of the Age : ſuch Behaviour is very 
nauſeous to all ſober obſervers, and 
is too often expoſed and ridicul'd 
by perſons of a vain (or, as they 
would rather have it called } of a 
more free, tacetious and ingenious 
Converſation. The world is apt 
to cenfure all pretences to more 
Zeal and SanCtiry, than ordinary, 
of Hypocrifie or Self-conceit : and 
though they may ſin in fo doing, 
yet we ought, as faras we are able, 
to avoid putting a fumbling bleck 
before them, I mean giving them 
any occaſion of imploying their un- 
charitable Faculty of judging. Be- 
ſlides, itis a great felrcity to approve 
a mans ſelf ro God 7» ſecret, to be 
able ro reflect on many hidden 
treaſures of good works : Their un- 
obſeryedneſs inhances the Joy they 
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adminiſter : And we know who 
tells us, that that Generation, who 
ſought Honour of Men, and not of ; 
God only , even in thoſe things ſ |, 
wherein they ſeemed to have done / 
well, loft their Reward. : 

s 3. Yet let us notwithſtanding \ 
remember theſe Precepts of rhe A-W : 
poltles, Provide things honeff in the il | 
fight of all men, Romans xii. 17. . 
n»oxo YMENOL, Forecaſting all may | 
be handſome: And again , What-W . 
foever things are true , whatſoever | 
things are hoveft ( or venerable) = 
whatſoever things are lovely, what-l 
feever things are of geod report, if fl 
there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, think on theſe things, Phil, 
iv. 8. Though we muſt avoid 
whatever looks like AfﬀeQarion , 
Vain glory or Hypocriſie, yet we 
muſt be carcful to maintain ſuch a 
Decorum , to expreſs jn our Dif 
courſe &z Actions, fuch Gravity, Pru 
dence, and ſenſe of Religion, accom- 
panied with a ſweetneſs of Courtefie 
an 


Advice. I67 
and Afability, that we may pive 
good examples, win others to the 
love of our perſons, and ſo of ho- 
ly Practice ; and our very Conver- 
ſation may be a kind of check or 
aw upon the vain Spirits of ſome, 
yet together ob/iging unto all. The 
world is ſo prejudiced againſt all 
Auſteritics of Religion, and yet ſo 
apt to find or make faults in the 
Lives of all religious men., rezoy- 
cing and inſulting if they can catch 
perſons of fuch note, peccant or 
misbehaving in any thing, encou- 
raging themſelves in their own Vi 
ccs., as thinking good mens lips 
authoriſe their crimes ; that. there 
is need of all poſſible care, ſo to 
menage our felves in our converſe 
between Severity and Complacence, 
that the Goſpel! of Chrift be mot 
through us evil ſpoken of : It we are 
reſerved, we are cryed out of, as 
proud, moroſe or hypocritical : if 
open and frank, that ſhall be inter- . 
preted Looſneſs in us, Which in 
M 4 other 
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others would be eſteemed but inno- 
cent Fredom ; that Sin groſs and 
ſcandalous here , which elſewhere 
aſſes for trivial, or is ſcarce ob- 
ſerv'd. I confeſs the caſe is diff- 
cult, and will ſometimes try the 
Skill of men of moſt Temper and 
Conduct; Bur it is ſure there is 
nothing bur our habitual well-doing 
cau put to filence the Ignorance of foo- 
liſh and wicked men, it yet this will 
efteCQt it. The conſideration therefore 
hereof ſhould excite all ſerious per- 
ſons, to a diligent watch over their 
ſeyeral ( more formed ) thoughts , 
words and actions; there being on 
all hands ſo many that wazch for 
their halting, and the Devil and 
| his Apents ſtill making ſuch advan- 

tapes thereof. | 

s 4. Asa thing generally of ill re- 

port,let any godly men,who are puil- 
ty, lay afide that wneafie, querelous, 
and too often murmuring humour , 
Which is gone abroad in theſe Na- 
tions, and for which a ſort of men, 
te 5+ = + On 
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whom I could name , are grown 
notorious : Various are the Sub- 


jects people find to complain of ; 


ſometimes of their own Saffer- 
ings; ſometimes of others of their 
Friends, &c. I will not here ſpeak 
how ſome men magnifie both, with- 
out conſidering that themſelves are 
the Authors of them, or might, with 
good Conſcience , by a little more 
Prudence and Temper, than they 
hare exerciſed, caſily have prevent- 
ed them. (I pray God make us 
all one, or all eafie to one ano- 
ther), That which I ſhall rather 
tax and diſſuade,is, thoſe other con- 
mon Themes, which many uſe to 
declaim upon, the Manners of the 
Age, Want of good Government, and 
of the Execution of ſome wholſome 
Laws, .&c. It is indeed a preat 
truth, the Age is very corrupt, and - 
too many Magiſtrates negligent; 
but docs our unquiet diſcourſe here- - 
of amend things ? Is ſpeaking evil 
of Dignities a Chriſtian method of 
| n Refor- 
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Reformation 2 Lues it not much 
more concern 211d he+. 525-15 0 4- 
mend what is amiſs 5 cr ieives 
and, where we are #i ”-Drovers 
to. reprove Whar we #2 deferves 
it in - others ; Where we are not, 
ſilently to reptove is + our own 
better and univerſ#i-hoty Life, ſe- 
cretiy,befides morning over 2! he- 
fore God > Ds not, I fay, this 
Pratice much nwore become the 
Power of Gedlinefs, than filing all 
things: with our jruiticſs ovtcries of 
the rahiick Sins 2 Surely it is a 
guilty commutation, infiead of mourn- 
Trig, tO Furoamr - nor can we find a 
more contemptible , pitiful way of 
expreſſing our Zeal, than ſtill to be 
finding ſomerhing to - exciaim a- 
gainft, "This generally is not the et- 
tet of Holineſs, but of Weakneſs ; 
and ſome men will tell us, if we 
perfiſt herein , that we are only a 
filly ſort of people , who kyow not 
what we would have, yet are ever 
diſſatified, that we have not our own 
W:/.. 5. Much 
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$ 5. Much akin hereto is another 
Quality,very frequent amongſt fuch 
men as I am now addreffing to 
(and indeed very uneafie to others 
as well as themſelyes) that though 
they are under no ſuch preſent preſ- 
ſure, as may juſtly provoke them to 
complain,yet they are ever /armr/ng 
and preſaging, both ro themſelves 
and the publick, moſt dreadful dan- 
gers, as now iminent and at hand. 
Fears and Jealoufies have gone fair, 
now a long time, to have ruined 
this Nation and extinguiſh'd our 
Church: only God hath hitherto 
ſtill miraculouſly retrieved 'both : 
But when we haye ſo long found, 
by ſad experience , Whither theſe 
methods lead, ſhall we ſtill perſiſt 
in the ſame road 2 Are we tefoly- 
ed on our own Deſtruction, and:ſo 
fond of it, that we will create our 
ſelves and others perpetual 'anxie- 
ies, perplexity” and pain, rather 
thannot effeAt it? Or does it become 
thoſe who are in ſo many places 
| taught, 
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taught, by our Lord Chriſt and hig 
Apoſiles, not to take care for the + 
Torrow, to caff ab; our care upon one 
who ſurely careth for us, to commit 
our ſelves to hims in ways of well- do- 
z#g ; does it become, I fay, fuch to 
be ever boding the worſt that can 
come 2 You'l fay perhaps, . Yes; 
our Sins deſerve it. Burt is not the 
Reply as obvious as that Anſwer ; 
Why do we not rather reform - 
them, than ſtill fondly pretend we 
dread their Puniſhment 2 Nay is 
not this pretended dread, one. of 
our Sins ? If it be only pretended, 
tis Falſeneſs and Hypocrifie : It-it 
be real, it is an injury to our ſelves, 
in putting our ſelves in a perpetual 
Littie-caſe ; to others privately, in 
communicating to them the ſame 
inquietude ; to the publick, in ſfow- 
ing and fomenting Diſcontents. It is 
peu - DORerEÞ God, in at 
im,and quicting our minds 
by fuck truſt ; je Fn So rt of. 
great uncharitableneſs (it no further 
Tales rc- 
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refletion) to our Governours and 
thoſe who have the management 
of affairs. We are apt ſometimes 
kighly to extol and admire {as our 
greateſt intereſt here on earth) the 
Life of Faith > What becomes of 
this Life , while we indulge in our 
ſelves, and polleſs others with fuch 
reſtleſs and (it is to be hoped) unrea- 
ſonable fears? or can we ſay,we com- 
mit our ſouls into the hands of God 
for their future ſtate, but dare not 
_ truſt him, for the preſent with our 
Bodies, Eſtates and Families ? In a 
word, if we will not abandon this 
unworthy temper, we mult be told, 
we hereby only expreſs the want of 
the Power of Godlineſs, which moſt 
certainly would work us to an in- 
tire reſignatian of our ſelves to his 
holy Pleaſure, and to a cheerful de- 
pendance upon -him, as knowing 
he governs the World : He will be 
exalted upon the earth , and bring 
to paſs his own Counſels both in 
purging and in preſerving his Church ; 
nor 


174 Advice. 
nor does he need we ſhould ſtep 
out of our way to heip him. 

s 6. I preſume now the Advice 
may be taken, which ? have for- 
merly and otten giver: jome people 
to no purpoſe ; ler none who pre- 
rend to the Power of Gociineſs, bu- 
fie themſelves anc. interpyſe in things 
that belons not to them, eſpecially 
(ſuppoſing them private men)not in 
modelling, agitating, much lefs con- 
trolling and counterworking the af- 
fairs and concerns of State. Our 
Province is Godiineſs : What has 
that to do with Szate-politicks ? 
The Scripture often reproves Bufte- 
bodies, and by warning us that we 
take heed we ſuffer not as Bufe-bo- 
es, fugpeſts to us that it is neither 
eaſic for- us -to avoid ſuffering (in 
one kind/or other) it we will be 
ſuch; nor creditable to ſuffer as 
ſuch, x Pex. iv. 15. There is no- 
thing has more expoſed ſome people, 
nor perhaps more hindred the Refor- 
mation they defired,than their inor- 
orginate 
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ordinate meddling in publick Af- 
fairs and intruding into, or carry- 
ing on ſecret political deſizns. And 
we know it is the ordinary Cha- 
rater of one reputed the preat 
Founder of a certain Sed (I will 
neither name Se&t nor Perſon) that 
he was a nOaYnPATMQN, @ man 
which would concern himſelf in 
more Counſels than he was wel- 
come to. A ſtrange thing it is, that 
after ſo many paſſionate Admoniti- 
ons given them to the contrary,nay 
after ſo many Reproaches and De- 
feats which ſome men have :ſcer 
fail upon themſelves and Followers, 
they will not be wifer and quieter.” 
How juſtly might the Apoſtles 
have been ſitifked theſe who turned 
the world upſide down ( A&&, xvii. 6.) 
had they acted at the rate that our 
Goſpellers haye now long accuſtom- 
ed themſelves to 2 Bur we cannot 
obſervean rhoſe certain and antient 
vaints, the leaſt tendency to tam- 
pering or drawing the People into 

| Cabals 
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Cabals and Mutinics, though they 
endured a thouſand times more for 
Religion than any amongſt us. 
Both they and our Lord Jeſus ſuf. 
fered the Governments of the world 


to keep their old Model, and run. 


in their former channe!, were obe- 
dienr to every Ordinance of May, 
or humane Polity they were caſt 
under , and preſcribed the ſame, 
contenting themſelves, and (both 
by. Example and DeCtrine) teach- 
ing us to content our ſclves, under 
Authority, to /cad quiet and peace- 
able Lives in all Godlineſs aud Fo- 
»efty. We find then no Admeni- 
ions to Senates or High Courts 
of Parliament written ; no Remoy- 
ftrances, no holy Common-wealths : 
It was not then eſteemed a part 
of Chriſtian Zeal, to be undermin- 
ing and lifting men out of their 
Rights, diftating Conditions of Sub- 
Br my aiming at the miſplacing 
Miniſters of State, nominating new 


ones, and in a word, praCtiſing as 


if 


Advice. 177 


if we had more Wit and Right to 
govern, than thoſe whom . God in 
his Providence has ſet over us. I 
hope all men of any ſeriouſneſs in 
Religion will learn at length to lay 
aſide this meddling Humour ; and 
that not only in the State , but 
even in other mens private con- 
cerns, where they are no wiſe in- 
vited or called thereto ( for there 
is a more private ſort of Pragmati- 
calneſs alſo) that they will fudy 
zo de their own buſineſs, not taking 
upon them.to be Directors, Tranl- 
ators or Menagers, where nothing 
| bur their own bufie Humour gives 
them any inducement or incourage- 

ment. 
$ 7. Let us on all fides forbear 
and avoid, as far as is poſſible,what- 
ever we know is apt zo offend or 
provoke one anether : As far as is 
poſlible, T fay ; and by poſlible I 
mean as far as we can and may - 
For 14 tantum poſſumus quod jure 
foſſums : Our Power ought not to 
N extend 
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exrend beyond our Right. Strange 
and unreaſonable are the PraCtices, 
which ſome mens Bigotry, or Irre 
gularity of Zcal puts them upon: 
What is the meaning of certain 
peoples crying out of our Liturgy 
(fo thoroughly in this behalf re 
tormed ) under the Terms of the 
Evgliſh Maſs-bork,Popery new dreft, 
and the like? And then, how comes 
that very Doctrine, in one mans 


.*Mourth or Book, ro be Pelagtaniſm, 


Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, Advance 
towards Popery, Sc. web in anothers 


1s Orthodox, Sound and Godly ? 


Nay, why is it only an expreſſion 
of Zeal in one, and ſtudy of Inno- 
vation in the other? Again, on 
the ſide of thoſe who are zealous 
(and that juſtly) for the Liturgy ; 
What is the meaning of filling the 


Peoples Common-Prayer Books if 


with P:#lures > our Church Books 
have none. How came theſe into 
the hands of Proteſtants at their 
Devotions 2 How unſcafonable I 
enls 
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this juncture 2 Our Bibles laid a- 
ſide : both they and Preaching ex- 
caim'd againſt by ſome. Sundry 
more ſuch practices as theſe, a- 
mongit ſerious. people on both 
hands, might be named which only 
breed ill Bloud, create Jealoufies of 
one another, inhance our Feuds and 
Animoſitics, which God knows we 
have no nced of, This kind of 
Zeal, is no effect, but an enemy, ot 
the Power of Godlineſs. Let, in the 
name of God, our Zeal confine it 
ſelf to its proper Objects, things 
neceſſary, Faith, Holineſs and Peace: 
And while,onane hand,we plead for 
Purity, let us not forfeit Sefriety : 
while on the other, for Conformity 
to our Ghurch-Laws , let us nor 
prove Nonconformiſfts our ſcives, by 

going beyond theme 
S-8, Let us give off that uncha- 
ritable wicked humour, of placing 
Godlineſs in Opiniaſtry, or being ri- 
gid in ſome Controvyerhal points. 
How many are there who will by 
N 2 no 
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no means allow him capable of the 
Power of Godlineſs, who is not a 
ſtrict Calvinif; cither ſupralapfa- 
rian, as perhaps the Maſter, or fub- 
lapſarian, as his more wary Follow- 
ers? With theſe men . Calviniſm is 
the Standard of Piety, nay ot Chrt- 
ftranity. Yet arc they again paid 
oft in their coin by Adverſaries, 
who ſhall rell the world, no Cal- 
viniſt can be better than an Hypo- 
crite or Athieſt. Theſe extremities 
are very ill, and Charity 7 a mere 
exceBent way. I confeis, in dubious 
queftions methinks that part ought 
to be choſen which moſt effeQually 
preſſes Holineſs : By their Fruits, 
that is the tendencies of the Do- 
Ctrines , ſhall ye know them, v7z. 
the Teachers, whether they teach 
true or falſe. Yer, to ſome men, 


' that may ſeem to prels on and fur- 


ther Holy lite, which in other mens 

thoughts defiroys it. In the mean 

time we ought to remember, it is 

not bad and 7/ogrcal nd = 
| A 
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bad and 7mmoral living ,. Which is 
incompatible with the Power of God. 
lrneſs. 

s 9g. Laſtly therefore, I will con- 
clude this Advice with an humble 
but moſt earneſt Requeſt ro all 
Chriſtian people, Thar they will 
maintain a large and true catholick 
Spirit, not confining SanCtity and 
Salvation to their own party, but 
lovmg and praying for all, who any 
where give cvidence of the Fear 
of God, and walk according to the 
Goſpell, being ready for ©n1en and 
Accomodation upon whatſoever law- 
ful terms they may. Mutual ftrange- 
neſs,averſneſs and antipathies to one 
another can never flow from, nor 
be reconciled with the Power of 
Godlinefs. Whether I ſhall be heard 
herein, I knaw not ; or if expoſed 
as I have been, and eſteemed weak, 
as I am, I care not : Bur ſure I am, 
Peace and Holineſs are ſuch Twins, 
which weep and ſmile, flouriſh and 


languiſh rogether : nor can ſelt- 
'willd 
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willd and turbulent Spirits ever 
vouch themſelves to be of God. 

I have thus noted the chief Faults 
which occur to me in thoie who 
pretend on any hand to the Power 
of Godlineſs : Namely, overlooking 
in themſelyes ſpiritual evils; Often- 
tatzon or making a more ſpecious 
Profefſion of Religion than is con- 
fiſtent with modeſt Sincerity ; 7»- 
diſcretion, or heedleſneſs in our Con- 
verſation , T mean, a not imploying 
our -utmoſt care and prudence that 
our Behaviour be tor the Honour 
of the:Goſpel ; Qzerelouſneſs or cry- 
ing out upon the" Times, or Govern- 
ment.;. #nreaſonable Fears, and Sur- 
miſes ;' a bufie pragmatical Fiumour 
both in publick 6 =] and the pri- 
vate concerns of other men ; Bzgot- 
try,” or- irregular Zcal tor a Party ; 
placing Santtity in. a ſcheme of per- 
plex'd and perplexing Opiniens; and 
finally Schiſmatical Tncharitable- 
xefs. More Evils poſſibly I might 
have taxed, and 'more Advices 
| given 
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oven to men of this CharaFer, but 
they occur not. Good men, I hope, 
Will add hereto; Berwardus non vi- 


' det omnia; God amend all theſe 
In any. 
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